Islam and The West
Since  9/11/2001, the issue of the relations between Islam and the West has come to the surface with great urgency. In his lecture, Dr. Kamal will show how, from its inception, Islam contributed to world civilization, will discuss Islam’s basic principles (such as the five pillars of Islam), its beginnings, and its appeal to the disenfranchised classes in the Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century. He will address issues that are hotly debated in Muslim societies, such as: Islam and democracy; the situation of women in Muslim societies; Islam and human rights; and other issues related to Islam and civil society. Lastly, he will give a cursory view of the relationships between Greek and Muslim cultures in the Middle Ages. Even though Muslim intellectuals had high regards for Greek philosophy (they called Aristotle: the First Teacher), Greek literature, however, did not enjoy the same favor. As an example, Averroes, the great Muslim philosopher of the 12th century, while writing his great commentaries on Aristotle's poetics, was unable to understand these two words: tragedy and comedy. Instead of immersing himself in Greek literature in order to explore what the Greeks meant, he explained the two words in terms of Arabic literature. This lapse on Averroes' part made the great Argentine writer, to speak of a missed opportunity.
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