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Remembering Sappho
On Sunday, January 17, 2021 at 3:00 pm, Hellenic Link–Midwest presents
Patricia Graham-Skoul in an online lecture titled “Remembering Sappho”.
Because of the pandemic, this lecture will be delivered online. Please click
the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83846316982
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The Webinar ID is 838 4631 6982. Further information on how to join this
webinar lecture is provided on page 2.
According to one ancient account, Solon, the Athenian poet and politician credited as
the “Father of Democracy,” asked his nephew to teach him a song by Sappho. When
someone asked Solon why he made this request, he responded “So, once I learn it, I
may die.”
Sappho, a lyric poet from the island of Lesbos about 600 BCE, composed poems to
and about women that won the admiration of contemporary and future poets,
historians, philosophers, and artists. This talk places Sappho in her time, surveys
noteworthy individuals and media influenced by her, and examines how her poetry
presents a view of life that justifies her enduring appeal that supports her assertion,
“Somebody I say will remember us”.
Paramount in this paper’s examination is the agency of “desire,” eros, which can bring
deep pain. But it also can activate richly enjoyable experiences. These experiences
integrate sensory, affective, and cognitive faculties and effect a lasting good. Taken in
sum, Sappho’s poems suggest a love of life and rich appreciation for ethical concepts.
She acknowledges the realities of the human condition, which include suffering and
loss. But she attests also, and most powerfully, her belief in the potential for a
flourishing life and a good that can transcend our temporally limited existence.
Patricia Graham-Skoul is an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Classical Studies
at Loyola University Chicago and Faculty advisor for Iota Kappa, Loyola’s chapter in
Eta Sigma Phi, the National Honorary Collegiate Society for Students of Latin and
Greek.
She received her A.B. degree in Latin from Loyola University and her M.A. and Ph.D.
in Classics from Northwestern University. She has attended also special programs at
the American Academy in Rome and Indiana University’s International Summer
Institute in Semiotics and Structural Studies. Her research interests focus on Greek
Lyric Poetry and Ethical Values, Artistic and Literary Imagery Associated with the
Representation of Women in Greek and Roman Society, and Pedagogy. Her most
recent paper on Sappho, “Sappho’s Ethical Trajectory of Desire” was presented at the
«ATELIER CLISTHÈNE sur la pensée et les pratiques des anciens Grecs d'Homère à
Platon,» at the Université de Franche-Comté, April 2019.

DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING HLM’S ONLINE LECTURE ON OCTOBER 18, 2020
AT 3:00 PM ON EITHER ZOOM OR FACEBOOK.
1) If you already have the Zoom application ("Zoom Client”) installed on your machine, then you go
through the following steps:
A. Click on the webinar link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83846316982
A small "Launch Application" screen will appear. The screen will show the following: "Choose Other
Application" and "Open Link" and "Cancel"
B. Click "Open Link"
A new screen will appear asking for your email and name.
If the system asks you to also provide the Webinar ID, enter the following: 838 4631 6982
C. Once you enter the required information, click "Join Webinar"
Once you have joined the webinar, familiarize yourself with the set of buttons above the screen. One in
particular, the "Q&A" button allows you to type questions for the speaker during or after the
presentation.
2) If you don't have the Zoom application installed, clicking the above link will take you through an
installation process first but since that is rather complicated, we recommend that you install Zoom first on
your PC, laptop or tablet.
To install Zoom go to the following link:
https://zoom.us/support/download
Opening that link points to a download file (see down arrow pointing to the .exe file at the bottom of your
screen) that you will have to accept (click on the "Keep" button) and then open (click on the file name)
in order to download the Zoom client IF YOU ARE WORKING ON A PC OR LAPTOP.
IF YOU ARE WORKING ON A TABLET, the same page provides a link to Apple Store (button named
"Download in App Store") for installation on iPad or to Google Play (for tablets other than iPad: in that
case click on the "Download in Google Play" button)
Once you succeed installing Zoom (we recommend doing that before the event) then you can proceed
with steps A, B, and C in the previous paragraph (1), right before the webinar, in order to attend.
3) If Zoom installation fails, either because you are running an old machine with an operating system
that does not support Zoom (e.g. Windows Vista or any Windows OS earlier than Windows 7) or an
earlier version of your browser, then you can instead attend the lecture that will also be broadcast live on
Facebook. For that, please go to the Hellenic Link-Midwest Facebook page at the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/helleniclinkmidwest
at the scheduled time of the event and scroll down as needed until you see the live broadcast underway (it
may be at the very top). In order to ask questions on Facebook enter them as a comment in the Comments
section underneath or next to the live screen.

