The Survival of Greek in Today's Pontos

Pontos, the area in the north of Asia Minor (now Turkey), near the Black Sea, was a center of Greek life for over 2,500 years. The Greek presence started before the Classical period, and continued until 1922 when, after the bloody defeat known as the Asia Minor Disaster, all the Greeks were expelled as part of the exchange of population between Greece and Turkey. It was a tragic turning point in Greek history: Hellenism was officially erased from Pontos (and from other parts of Asia Minor) for ever – a loss that has had huge social and political repercussions on Greece, and a profound psychological impact on Greeks everywhere, reflected also in Modern Greek literature.  

In the more secluded part of Pontos, however, to this day there is a little-known community that speaks an archaic variety of Greek. The people of this community are regarded as Turkish, have been devout Muslims for centuries, and are well-integrated into Turkish society. Most of them have no knowledge of the culture, the religion, or the language of Modern Greece; some do not even realise that their mothertongue is a variety of Greek, and that their ancestors, in most cases, were Greeks. Yet they are aware of having a few different traditions, a distinct cultural identity, and a very different language. Their language, which is now dying, is the most archaic form of Greek to be found anywhere - immensely valuable for Greek scholarship, and of considerable interest for sociologists, anthropologists, ethnologists, and historians. 
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