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The Paintings of Tassos Ganitopoulos
The Hellenic Link - Midwest scholarships are awadrtte

On Sunday, December 12, 1999, Hellenic Link - Misive
presents A Show of Original Paintings Inspired by theundergraduate or graduate students who have atdeas

Glory of Greecethe work of Tassos Ganitopoulos. Th% ﬁ:ﬁglg/oéeiﬁi?; ?:?i(t:eerri]; g?g Siﬁ%?;;gctgilgoim
event will be held at 3:OO_PM, at_ Embassy SuiteteHo financial need.
600 North State Street, Chicago lllinois.

The enjoyment of the fine arts comes from the isgion | n Brief
they imprint on our inner sensitive chords. Wheihés a

painting, a musical composition, or a poem, we ar .
especially touched as we get a glimpse into th&t'arsoul, BOE Demands Turkey to Comply with

as it is revealed through the symbols that he uges Eurocourt Ruling in Loizidou Case

communicate his feelings to the viewer, readeisterier. The Council of Europe's (CoE) Committee of Ministeas
Tassos will present a number of his original oihpags, strongly urged Turkey to comply with a European (€of

and will discuss what he wants to express wittsymebols Hyman Rights decision calling on Ankara to comp&naa

of his paintings, whether they are the ruins of thgreek Cypriot, Titiha Loizidou, for the continuous
Parthenon, the Corinthian columns, or some of ®©ge&n yiplation of her human rights on the island republihe
islands. Committee, which met October 6 1999, adopted by 36

Tassos is a semi-retired international executivetiie VOtes in favor, one against, and one abstentiomtanm
chemical field. He has a Bachelor of Science innisey ~ résolution which “strongly urges Turkey to reviews |
from Northern lllinois University with graduate womt POSition and to pay the just satisfaction awardedhis
Northwestern ~ University. Through his numerou§@se in accordance with the conditions set outHgy t
assignments around the world, he had the oppoyttmit European Court of Human Rights so as to ensure that
observe, study and paint. Turkey, as a high contracting party, meets itsgattibn

under the Convention (European Convention on Human
Hellenic Link - Midwest Dinner Dance Rights).”

and Scholarship Awards Titina Loizidou said the "decision reaffirms thiagtsystem
(for protecting human rights) should work and tttas
me system, which issued the judgment, must ingriem
own decisions."

Hellenic Link - Midwest will hold its Annual Dinner

Dance, Scholarship Awards and Celebration of the NeSa

Year on Saturday, January 22, 2000, at the Ambassaditér

B?]anEtS’ 110 West North Avelrluée, Elmhdurst, IIIinOil?)imitris Konstas, the head of Greece's permanent
one: 630 279-0424). Dinner will be served adDPM ; ’ . ) ;

\(/Ehile cocktails will staZt at 6:00 PM. For ticke®40 for Irlgpre_sentatlon t_o ,t,he council f.a'd the_ gdoptlonthﬁa‘

adults and $20 for children, please call 847 49B63Gr interim resolution” was the “first political sarart

contact anyone from the members of the Board. o'”Pposed on the neighboring country by_ an in'gernﬂlio
Dinner Dances are always distinguished for the Ikxte ody. Turkey now has a reasonable period of timeaip

food, the unique kefi and the fine music. The Aﬂnu%bom 800,000 US dollars set by the Court to Mgitiou

Dinner Dance is the only fundraising event of Hetle or erriving .her from enjoying her property in the
Link - Midwest. The proceeds are used to suppast t urkish-occupied part of Cyprus.

; ; he Court found Turkey guilty of continuous viotati of
scholarship awards, the cultural and educatior@jrpms, Ms Loizidou's human rights and said Turkey, byuerof
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the presence of its occupation troops in Cyprug h&reek Foreign Minister George Papandreou's spokesma
effective control of the island's northern third. dlso Panayiotis Beglitis told reporters that the govesnim
dismissed any notion of recognition of the selfesty would continue to support the Greek branch.
Turkish Cypriot regime in occupied Cyprus and daiel "It is a very sad decision,"” Beglitis said. "Intational
only legal government on the island is the govemtnoé interests have no place in humanitarian matters thisd
the Republic of Cyprus. humanitarian organization cannot bow to intere$tany
kind. The foreign minister and the government will
&ontinue to support non-governmental organizations
regardless of the sphere of their activity and thel
continue to support the Greek section of Doctorghuvit
Borders."

Ms Loizidou, who hails from the currently Turkish-
occupied town of Kyrenia, is one of 200,000 Gree
Cypriots forcibly uprooted from their homes andyandies
by Turkish invasion troops in 1974.

In Athens, Foreign Minister George Papandreou vmedmb
the resolution, saying: "With the adoption of tesalution

on the Loizidou case, it is reaffirmed that the @muof

Europe, beyond any expediency, is the guarantdhef
protection of human rights and principles of in&ional

law".

Health and Welfare Minister Lambros Papadimas also
issued a statement expressing his displeasure tbeer
controversial decision as he felt that the prowisiof
humanitarian aid "without regard for borders" skonbt
come under fire, particularly by an organizationickih
recently received the Nobel Peace prize. "I wasngd to
learn about the 'expulsion’ of the Greek sectioM8F,"

Doctors without Borders Expelled Its
the statement read.

Greek Section

Last October, the governing body of the internaionAncient Greece and Byzantium Excluded
medical relief group Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSKftom “Museum of Europe”

expelled its Greek section because it undertooksaion ) o ] ]

to assist Serbs during the 78-day NATO bombin?ccordlng to a decision of an international symposthat
campaign against Yugoslavia. There are also repiaats (00K place on Oct. 21-22 in Brussels with the pamdtion
MSF is preparing to take legal action to prohibé& Greek of European Commission President Romano Prodi and
doctors from working under the MSF title. MsEdormer German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, among others,
Brussels headquarters issued a statement saying: "f\icient Greece and Byzantium will not be featuredhie
regret there is no longer a Greek branch of Megeans ~Museum of Europe”. It was decided that the histdri
Frontieres.” Austen Davis, general director of MsFexhibits will begin with Charlemagne's reign duritige
Netherlands branch, challenged accusations in tieek Ninth century A.D., while the Greco-Roman and Byiren
media that the organization was being hypocritical civilizations were considered "anti-European”.

punishing one of the few international missionst thgReacting to this decision, Greek Culture Minigésabeth
managed to provide any help in Kosovo during theapazoi said: "The effort to overlook Greek antigaind
bombing. "We didn't object at all to the Greeksngoin,”  Byzantium, constitutes a distortion of Europeartong,
he said. "They just shouldn't have gone in as Dsctaand she will request the issue to be discussedgitinie
Without Borders." next European Union Culture Ministers' meeting. &fie

The president of the Greek branch of MSF, Odysseform via letters her Fir_mi§h counterpart, as il
Voudouris, told reporters: “We were there for beities. currently holds the Union's presidency, all Greek
We believe that it was our obligation to assistSEas Eurodeputies, Fhe_ Union's commissioner on culigrales,
well." The Greek branch's medical relief was detide CGreek Commissioner Anna Diamantopoulou and the
directly to hospital doctors in Pristina and Betigawhile nternational and Greek academic communities.

a group of Greek doctors remained in Yugoslavia torhe Museum of Europe” is expected to open to thsip
supervise the distribution of the provisions totleims of  during the second half of 2003 and will be houised
the war. Voudouris strongly condemned the decisiod 6 500-square-metres building next to the Europasiat in

said the branch, which operates under the Englishen Brussels. The total cost is estimated at 10 biltichmas.
Doctors Without Borders, would ignore the orderstop A special hall will be dedicated to the “"smaller"

using the MSF name and logo, and will remain "offen member-states
dialog" on possibly rejoining the organization.
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From Our H istory similar vein, in order to compel the minoritiesadopt the
Turkish language the ‘citizen speak Turkish® moveme
, . . campaigned for the enactment of stringent measarbil.
Turkey’s Long Standing Policy of was even put forward to compel the Jewish minadity

Minority Turkification speak only Turkish and in 1938 the British Ambaesaal
This is the first part of excerpts from the bodke Turkey, Sir George Clerk, reported that 'local Gseand
Tragedy of the Turkish Capital Takly Faik Okte. In this Jews were fired or blamed for speaking a non-Thrkis
part, we present excerpts from the introductiothibook language'.

(Foreword). Faik Okte, an employee of the TurkiShhe geeply rooted suspicion of ethnic and religious
Ministry of Finance, _played a leading f‘?'e n theminorities in Turkey was stimulated by the Ismebrn
asse_ssment O.f the capital tax and the executioneow Administration that took over the government aftiee
that imposed it. death of Kemal Ataturk in November 1938. Soon dfter
During the Lausanne Peace negotiations (1922-p8), outbreak of World War |l, the Turkish Government
Turkish delegation had wholeheartedly subscribethéo mobilized all Jewish, Greek and Armenian males betw
freedom of non-Muslims in Turkey to maintain theithe ages of 18 and 45. Just about the time ofiginng of
distinct religions and cultures. These rights weishrined the agreement between Turkey and Nazi Germanynie Ju
in the minority clauses of the Treaty of Lausarsrtiqles 1941, these men were sent to special camps imtieor
37-44). The principle of religions and ethnic tatlewn, of Anatolia each containing about 5000 men. Thtre,
however, went counter to the drive for Turkificatiand men were instructed to engage themselves in non-
secularization so eagerly pursued by the Goverrsnefint combative capacities such as roadbuilding. The con-
Kemal Ataturk and later by his successor Ismetundine centration of all non-Muslim males in such campmzised
urge of Turkish nationalism and the cultural andreat apprehension in minority circles in Istanbtheir
institutional metamorphosis of the Turkish majorigft fears were intensified when reports of harsh camitand
little room for the religious, ethnic and linguéstself- the high mortality rate reputed to have prevailecdthe
assertion of the non-Muslims in Turkey. This wasoal camps, reached Istanbul.

partly the °“t9°me of Ottoman{KemaIist ideologyickh But the mistrust of the Inonu Government towardsrtbn-
drew a clear line between Muslim Turks and non-iusi Muslim Turkish subjects was best illustrated durthg

minorities. Varlik incident. In an effort to channel discontdnt an

This bias was reflected in many measures adoptéloeby  unpopular target, such as the non-Muslim minorities
Turkish Government during the interwar periodAnkara placed the blame for the severe economnsesaf
Nationalist zeal, perhaps partly influenced by th&939-42 on the Jewish and Christian businessmethidn
formidable national socialist movements in Germanyg way, it was thought, the government would diveittaism
Italy, led on several occasions to expressions rai a and satisfy emotionally the hard-pressed Turkislsses
Semitic and anti-minority feeling during the 19306us, Meanwhile, the Turkish press launched a vitrioliti-a

in 1934 the Ankara Government adopted law no. 253@wish and anti-minority campaign.

regulating the d[stribution f"md settlement of papah in When the Varllk assessments were eventually mablepu
_Tu:kzy.d Acc?]rdlng to th'S. Ia(\j/v, Easterln _Thracf:e Wathe discrimination feared by many members of the
Included in the zone restricted to population o epu minorities exceeded all expectations. The majavitthe
Turkish upbringing and education. The adoption to$ t assessments levied on non-Muslims was set on

law was followed by the forceful removal of thetbrs . . ; : .
Jewish communities of Edime and the Straits ‘dst conflscat'ory figures bearing no relation to dedapeofits
zony t%ré capacity to pay.

an intense anti-Jewish campaign orchestrated by
Turkish press, some eight to ten thousand Thrai#&vs (14 pe continued)
were forced to seek refuge in Istanbul within apteof

weeks in June and July 1934.

Again, after the obligatory adoption of surnamegbgry
Turkish citizen in 1935, pressure was brought &r lopon
the minorities to adopt Turkish sounding surnaniésis,
Istanbul Jews, Greeks, and Armenians were forcegpivo
op their traditional surnames and adopt new onesa |
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The Conti nU|ty of Creek Culture Alipovo o100 Komovg 1O, Kpila. ot 000Aeyn HOG

By Bernard M. W. Knox (reprinted from tdeurnal of OA0Kepic ve ytiCovue, To fipadt va ypeuuetr

Modern Hellenism, Issue No.5, Autumn 1988). I shall aim lower. What | would like to do is toesgk about
My title s obviously overly ambitious. The contiuof ¥ O encounfer with modern Breece, s languagt a
Greek culture is a vast and complex field of stud rought up on Homer and Sophocles, with the Grefce

demanding of its practitioners expertise in ancienK .
- . aramanlis and Papandreou — the elder Papandrecay |
Byzantine, and Modern Greek language, literaturey aadd | first went to Greece in 1958. | should bek

history; of Slavic and Turkish language and histofythe . .
: . explaining that | grew up in England, where | lean
ritual and theology of the Orthodox Church; and@rs of ancient Greek at school in London and then wertbat.

related disciplines, more in fact than one schaan , ) : L
master in a lifetime. It is also an area of contigunterest JO.“F‘S Collgge in Cambridge to read Classics irethaly
thirties of this century.

and controversy. As recently as 1981, for examihie,
Hellenic Cultural Centre in London organized a pan&he training | received was rigidly linguistic imehasis
discussion on the themi®000 Years of Greek Identity.” (and, in that, was quite typical). The method sekmae
The three panels, chaired by the Byzantine schRlaloert have been designed with an eye to producing schotao
Browning, were addressed by three Greeks brought opuld write near-perfect Platonic verse and cor(bot
outside Greece, three Creeks raised in Greecethmee dull) Sophoclean iambic verse. | went through thyears
English scholars; one of the talks by CoStras "3000 of Cambridge with the general impression that bé t
Years of Greek Identity — Myth or Reallty®as published Greek worth reading came to a full stop with Thi&osr
in London in 1983. And it is a field in which freglata are (though there was, of course, the New Testamenthbt
constantly supplied to feed fresh discussion. was something for people studying Divinity) and,

Even in one narrow field, the continuity of the daage, furthermore, that Greek history came to stop withdeath

Professor Shipp, an Australian scholar who is achot®" I’f‘lﬁix?ind% tthe G'rl'e?:/a:rr:js%se B;d(agfrmthaéé r';‘:va
authority on the language of Homer, published akboééj enistic_history). To y

entitted Modern Greek Evidence for the Ancient Gree amb:dgre,h;ec:)llsc;:ovzrsegisthsateii;lnﬁggl QL?J\TF ’ \M?I
Vocabularyand in 1974 Nikolaos Andriotis, working jn ChOS€en arc gy P y

the opposite direction, published in Vienna, héxicon g :Pne nBﬂt'szSCﬂo?* 'P '\?vt:Sez’]\Z’t gvr?es ir?téiyllri]sgﬁ) gﬁg q
der Archaismen in neugriechischen Dialekteere indeed erman handbook (there ) ’

are to be found 3000 years, or more, of Greek igeiihe Greek. After talking to him and looking at the bodk ,
asked my tutor whether perhaps an acquaintance with

language inscribed on the fire-baked clay tabletsd at ) .\ o
Pylos on the mainland and at Knossos on CreterngllatiMO?elr,r,‘ Ghreegairglgrltthbee gi?ful. egﬂgouﬁg\"ts’ten?te are
from about BC 1600, is recognizably a primitivenfoof usetul,” he ’ Yy Peop

the language in which the newspapers of Athens a%chaeologists who have to go there. Not onlyitilbt be

written today. Of course, in this immense strettliroe useful; it will corrupt your prose style and youlend up

the language has undergone many changes, but ao oYHmmg Greek that sounds like Polybius.”

European language even comes close to claiming sudhis Olympian disdain for people who actually wént
longevity; the only real parallel, in fact, is Cége. The modern Greece and did noaveto go there was no new
profusion of studies published on this and all tleer thing; in the spring of 1877, Oscar Wilde, then an
aspects of the long Creek tradition is such thatdsbuded undergraduate reading Greats at Magdalen College,
speaker who thinks he can build a bridge betweeremin Oxford, went on a trip to Greece with Professor bfgh
and modern Greece in a forty-five minute lecturt end of his former college, Trinity College, Dublin; theaw the

up constructing a shaky structure at best and rimay fexcavations at Olympia, the temple at Bassae, Argos
himself lamenting, like the bridge builder in themous Aegina, and Athens. Unfortunately for Wilde, he gatk
medieval Greek ballad: to Oxford three weeks late for the beginning of tiien
(there were no jets in those days). "Voyages tce€aé
says his biographer, Richard Ellman, "were not comin

the seventies of the last century. That they wesessary

to a classical course in Oxford was more than Miegda
was ready to concede.” Wilde was temporarily udpe:

for the rest of the academic year and deprived isf h

Alas for our trouble, alas for our work, To buildall day
long, and have it collapse at night.
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scholarship money. "I was sent down from Oxfordg” hspend a whole year in Greece, | would like to desdit
said later, "for being the first undergraduate ftgitv and try to explain it. | have long since been foédt but
Olympia." the converted heretic is perhaps the most competent

This attitude, however, was not confined to the liBhg authority on the beliefs he has rejected.

classical establishment. Some time in the earljlesixof To begin with, there is the look of the place. Ne @an
this century, | asked a French archaeologist whibspant fail to be overwhelmed by the beauty and mysteryhef
most of his life in Greece at the Ecole FrancaiBettier he Altis at Olympia at moonlight, or of Delphi at ampur
read the Modern Greek poets. (I had just discoyerétd (any hour, that is, when there are not ten thousaunusts
immense excitement, the poetry of Kavafis and 8gfer taking pictures) and no one can fail to be imprédsethe
"NO," he said, "I have to know enough Modern Graek huge, yet delicate, beauty of the theater at Epigauhe
talk to the workmen on the dig, but | try to keey mlong gallery in the fortress at Tiryns; the splehdi
acquaintance with it to a minimum — it might spaiy somehow haunted, site of Agamemnon's palace at
appreciation of the subtleties of Plato's style.” Mycenae; the tomb of the Athenian and Plataean dead
the plain where "Marathon looks on the sea.” Baes¢hare
sr,ecluded ancient sites, where the scholar cary @asifjine
ahimself in the Greece of classical or archaic tinié® rest
of Greece, however, is another kettle of fish. ti®lar of
Greek literature who manages to find his way beltired
Larisa Station to what was Kolonos Hippies, witte th
marvelous lines of Sophocles ringing in his ears:

And | am sorry to say that this attitude towardsdera
Greek and modern Greece, typical of so many sdhol
especially those concerned with literature, was ps
prevalent in the United States when | first begardd
graduate work and then to teach at Yale after #wi&l
World War. My colleagues spent their summers aeif th
sabbatical years in London, Paris, Vienna, Roméesci
where there were many scripts of ancient Greekoasitlo  evizmov Eéve, tdode yawpog ikov ta kpaniota, yag émavla,
collate, where the great libraries offered immensev apyita Kolwvov, év8 aliyeio puviperor ... ondav
bibliographical resources, the great cities themiorts
and cultural amenities, and the universities tokissical
scholars for consultation and discussion. |, tobermvmy
first fellowship allowed me to travel, in 1953, weio
Rome and Florence, partly because, as a resultlicdrgn
service in ltaly in the Second World War, | spotadian,
but also because in Florence, the Biblioteca Laimea
held the great manuscript of Sophocles, on whonag wis in for a terrible shock; what he will find aktlend of the
working at the time. Greece was a place to vigith@gps, bus ride has little to do with horses and stilsles do with
but not to stay in (like New York); those scholaiso did nightingales. And suppose he tries to follow Sesratnd
go contented themselves with a visit to the mogoitant Phaedros out to the shady spot where they talkethdy
classical sites. They returned to their universitit so river llissos.

much disillusioned (for they had expected veryle)it
rather they returned confirmed in their convictitrat
between the Greece of Pericles and Sophocles,eoorih
hand, and that of Venizelos and Seferis, on therpthot
that they knew very much about either of these ,tif&re
was a gap so wide that little or nothing of valoethe
classicist was to be learned from a closer knovdaafghe
life, literature, and language of modern Greece.

(Stranger, you have come to the land of fine horses
earth's fairest home, white Kolonos, where the tivighle,
a permanent guest, trills her clear notes in gregades,
amid the wine-dark ivy in the gods' sacred woodviie
with fruit and berries, shaded from the sun, skddidrom
wind and weather)

"This plane tree is spreading and tall," says Rlate
Socrates, "and there is a lovely shade from thén hig
branches of the agnus; now that it is in full flowie will
make the place fragrant. And what a lovely streauteu
the plane tree! and how cool to the feet ...andrdshness
of the air and the shrill summery music of the dasa And

as a crowning delight, this grass, thick on thetlgesiope,
just right to rest your head on it most comfortably

To the Greeks themselves, whose early traininglzied

Our scholar will be a very clever man if he cardfihe
study reinforced their consciousness of the coityinof Y

o : , lissos at all, and a very disappointed one if leesd
_the Grgek tradition, such an attitude m_ust appgazrr‘e, Reluctantly, dodging traffic at every intersectibe, makes
just as it would appear strange to Englishmenfdraign his way back to the Acropolis, where, even thougs |
scholar of Chaucer or Shakespeare found nothinfuluse,.. .o and broken. there is enough left of theh®aon
for his studies in the language and customs of mMode,n the propylaea to remind him of the gloriesefdrean
England. But this attitude exists and persistssimee [ 00 athans. Outside Athens things are not much be@er.

shared it to some extent, before | had the goddrierto  g.hq1ar's first view of Salamis and the straitsvitich the
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Greek fleet, watched by Xerxes from his thronetedwand
sank the Persian galleys, will probably include rigting
hulks lying at anchor off Skaramangas; and allvilag to
the site of the Eleusian Mysteries at Eleusis, iehave to
look at the plume of white smoke from the huge Hema

for a ride to Athens in what passes among Piraaxis t
drivers for English. Later, after buying a gramnzend
making a serious stab at the language, he beginmake
some progress, but he realizes with growing degspair

the reason he could read the scholarly articles and

cement factory. Where are the pine trees on thdarhe newspapers is that they are written in a Greek lwhies
Mountains, the haunts of &iysos and his maenads, ofto preserve as much of the ancient language asbl@yss
nymphs and satyrs? Where is the narrow pass thdtereas the waiters and bus drivers and policenitn w
Leonidas and his three hundred Spartans held aghins whom he has to deal on his travels seem to bentpki

Persian hordes? (It would take an army corps td ftol

different language. Modern Greek seems to havéttko |

now). Where are the bees of Hymettus? The birds ofnnection with the language of Demosthenes (Gawd, L

Aristophanes? The seven gates of Thebes? Onlyein
books the scholar knows so well and to which hermet
with relief. The first impressions of modern Greeard

particularly Athens, are enough to convince mokblses

that they will understand the culture and literatof the

fifth-century BC much better working in a studyGxford

or New Haven than they ever will sitting in a kad@m

near Plateia tis Omonoias or riding the bus to Heva

Then there are the people, the Greeks themseleethel
visiting scholar, they are the kindest and mostisolis of
hosts (particularly in the country where their htzdiy
can be overwhelming), hard working, honest,

admirable people but, thinks the scholar, they aldaok
like the ancient Greeks. He has come to Greedhédiirst

thhas not even got an infinitive) that he seespamt in
trying to learn it.

On my first visit to Greece, once comfortably emssal in

a hotel in loannina (we had arrived on a ferry fildnmdisi

to Igoumenitza), | displayed my knowledge of Grégk
translating the headlines of the newspaper to nig. \Biut
the balloon was soon punctured when she said: €Siaa
seem to know the language so well, why don't ydiuupa
and get us two more pillows and one more towel?2 Th
language of Sophocles and Aristophanes was no imgip:
best effort —pépeté pov éva Aivov kou dvo mpookepdlaic —

angas answered by a series of excited questions which

unfortunately, | could not understand and | wasiced to
the expedient of going down to the desk and usigg s

time with the idealized faces of the young men loa tlanguage.

Parthenon frieze stamped on his memory, his mitiafu
Homeric tags likeXanthos Menelagsa phrase which,
particularly if he is of Anglo-Saxon or Germanioak, he
has been taught to translate "blond Menelaos."thewrs,
he finds himself in a world of men and women whense
to be a startling contrast to the ideal faces wlhele
haunted the imagination since he first saw thenth&
British Museum, of people who bear no resemblandbéd

These first impressions are, of course, my own;l tarh
sure, from comparing notes with colleagues, they tre
fairly representative. Unfortunately, not many date of
ancient Greek literature have the opportunity thais
offered to me — to stay on for a whole year and fimat
these first impressions, like most first impressjowere
unreliable.

gods and goddesses whose exquisitely proportiongtist, the land itself. It is true that the countigs changed

features, set in the eternity of marble gilded ibyet first
drew him to his lifelong study of Greek.

And finally there is the language. He knows thahak
changed somewhat in 2,500 years but still feelsrtaia
confidence. After all, he has often successfulbyved his

way through scholarly articles in Modern Greek an@
occasionally read with some understanding a Gregﬁ(
newspaper bought in New York or London. Armed Wiﬂ?ra
his many years of study of ancient Greek and perlaap
few days on the boat devoted to a modern Greeksehr

book, he expects to be able to manage fairly wiaémhe
gets there; after all, he has been studying Gribdlisdife.
But the first contact with spoken Greek, especidllthe

experience. The visiting professor is reduced, &ikehis
ignorant fellow passengers, to conducting his natons

enormously since the fifth century but we forgeit tnany

of the things we complain of were already a cause f
concern in ancient times -deforestation, for examph
Plate's dialogue, Critias, the Athenian aristoafir whom
the dialogue is named draws a nostalgic contrastcles
resent and past. "What now remains compared whtt w
isted then,” he says, "is like the skeleton eick man,
the fat and soft earth wasted away and onlybidue
mework of the land left ... The country was once
unspoiled: its mountains were arable highlandsvemat is

Aow stony fields was once good soil. And the eards

enriched by the annual rains which were not lostoag by
flowing from the bare land into the sea — but deej

. ! o received and stored the water — there were fooesthe
speaker is a Piraeus taxi driver, can be a shateri

mountains; there are some which now have nothirtg bu
food for bees, that had trees not so very long agd,the
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rafters from those that were chopped down to foefdrge
buildings are still sound.” And there are many Uesg of

themselves than with reality. In this they werecemaged
by the fact that ancient Greek art was known to the

Greek soil and climate which have never changeel, thineteenth century mainly in the form of sculptubdtic
weather, for example. One has to live through aeksrevases, which came mostly from Etruscan tombs, were

summer to know why Pindar began his first Olymmde
with the bald statementdpiarov uev vowp, Water is best."
| first read that line in England, where wateraspéentiful

labeled "Etruscan" vases until late in the centukpd
sculpture, at any rate the unpainted marbles of the
Parthenon frieze, allows the beholder to clotheeatEent

that sometimes there does not seem to be anyttseg eurface in any colors he pleases. "If horses had,gbey

(someone once suggested that Thales, with hisytlieat
all things are water, must have spent some time

would look like horses,” Xenophanes blandly obsgrve
long ago; and one has only to turn to the trashiest of

England) and the line does not seem to make muwese English and American novels — the surest eviderice o

(Some schoolboy wit had, in fact, proposed a ctare¢o
the text in my book{vbog for véwp, to produce the
meaning: "Beer is best.") It is only in Greece thia¢ feels
the true force of that magnificent opening phragken
one has come, like the Greeks themselves, to meajtss
of water in the heat to beer or lemonade or wimeatl, at

people's deep-seated prejudices and most widegptert
cliclus — to find what image of the ancient Greeks was
formed in the Western mind. In such novels, theo her
described, as often as not, as looking "like a Kogml."
Investigation of the text generally reveals thaisha little
over six feet tall and has blue eyes and pale gdidé. He

the kafeneion, for more and more neraki; only aeérelooks, in fact, exactly like the Edwardian ideal thie

summer and the total dehydration two hours in threcain
produce will make you feel the full force of Pindawords.
But this is only one small example. One has to ezpee a
Greek thunderstorm, with the lightening visible foiles
and the thunder crash echoing from mountain to tadun
through the clear air to feel the terror and mgjedtthe
last scenes of th®edipus at Colonysto know what is
meant by the thunderbolt Zeus brandishes with igist r
arm. And the sea does not change. Standing on
Acropolis looking down on the Gulf at sunset, ona see
what looks like wide tracks in the pattern of rowsga and
smooth; they are surely Homer's "paths of the 1i]
kélevBa). And one has to walk the bare Attic hills in th
spring and see the incredible carpet of richly r@lowild

flowers springing from barren rock to understandywh

Pindar called Athens "violet crowned."” With times, the
seasons change, as the olives are shaken fromet® t
gathered and pressed, as the soil is plowed and, sasv
much later the fruit begins to ripen and fall, las grain is
winnowed on the high circular threshing floor whiclust
be the origin of the orchestra in which the tragiorus
danced, the scholar who has had the good fortuspetiod
a whole year in Greece can learn to feel the rhydhthe
Greek seasons, of the Greek earth, a rhythm utiléieof

Oxford undergraduate. No wonder the first sighttiod
crowds in Piraeus by day and Omonoia by night tjinee
Western classicist a jolt.

There is really no reason why it should. The vasiis
their black haired and black bearded figures, &étdreore,
the painted archaic sculpture in the Acropolis mose
gives a picture of ancient Greeks who look stagliike
&Te modern article. There is okerein that museum, with
Sck abundant hair and dark, wide eyes, whose mode
sisters can be seen any day of the week walkinghdow
Hodos Stadiou. And, in any case, the ancient tileza
ives no basis for this Western feeling (sublimibat,
herefore, stronger) that ancient Greeks were Ibédind,
and blue eyed. "Xanthos Menelagsayhave been blond,
though the word more likely means red or browndukir
but surely the fact that he is so often called 'tHas"
suggests that the other Achaian chieftains wereAmat in
SophoclesAntigone when the chorus wants to ségyer
since | became an old man," they say "ever sincénaiy
changed fronblack to white' gy’ 6tov Aevknv ey® TEVY’
eA péhaves apeiBailopon Opiya..

It is, of course, not only in his looks that the déon Greek
resembles his ancestors. The men sitting inkétieneion

his own country and one which has not changed sindiscussing the latest rumors and playing intermeab

Hesiod wrote its rulebook and its praise.

So much for the land, but what of the people? Hit&li
disappointment most Greek scholars feel when cotdtb
for the first time by modern Greeks en masse issilely

to the illusions they bring with them. England an

Germany were the two great centers of Greek studibe
nineteenth century and both nations created arvisidhe
ancient Greeks which had more to do with their lidga

games otavli are no different from the men sitting by the
fountain in Corinth playingpessoi(it seems to have been
almost exactly the same game) from whom the
paedagogs in EuripidesMedeapicked up the rumor that
his mistress was to be banished. The ancient Gieeles

(flamous racers, especially in chariots; anyone whabout

to take his first taxi ride in central Athens woudld well to
prepare himself psychologically by reading the dpson
of the chariot race in Sophocl&lektra | once thought of
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writing a Pindaric ode in praise of a driver wha goe perhaps to recruit some Greek fellows for the Gefatied,
through rush hour traffic to the station mainly diyving in fact, over the next twenty years, no less tina foung
on the sidewalks. To strike a more serious noestme scholars came from Thessaloniki to spend a yedneat
touchy sense of personal honor, which is at thé obo Center). | accepted and started to work on my $peec
Achilles’ wrath, still governs relations betweennmand
man in modern Greece; Greek society still fostarshe
individual a fierce sense of his privileges, no terahow
small, of his rights, no matter how confined, & personal
worth, no matter how low. And to defend it, he vgilbp,
like Achilles, at nothing. Even its name is stiletsame,
euoTpo, grrotiwic. And, of course, on the larger scale o
national politics, little has changed; modern Grpeltics
have no better analyst than Thucydides, whose som
description of Athens in the last decades of thth fi Next morning, at 7:00 o'clock, we arrived. | had an
century BC reads like a foreshadowing of the tragients appointment with Lines Politis at ten, so | walkedund

of 1940-50. The more one lives in modern Greece, tthe town, especially along the magnificent seafrdvhy
more one is forced to see the modern in the lighhe bag, however, was getting to be a nuisance; | megupto
ancient and also to reread the ancient Greeks néith see the office of the American Express, went in and
insights drawn for a knowledge of the modern. explained my situation, and asked if they couldpke®
bag for me, which, very courteously, they agreedito

On the overnight train going up to Thessalonikiddenly
got cold feet. There | was, going to speak indimotiki |
had learned talking to ordinary Athenians, to aadamic
audience on an academic subject. They might wiak ti
coming from a foreigner, presumptuous, even irmsgltAt
he last stop before Thessaloniki, Larissa | thinkas, |
ought a whole clutch of newspapers and with the bk
gée editorials rewrote the speech in flowkagharevousa

And lastly, the language. It is in some ways thestmo
rewarding aspect of modern Greece for the classic@ik or seven hours later, after a fascinating ey with
scholar. A closer study of the spoken languageatsvan Lines Politis, and a magnificent lunch in a resgéation the
intimate and live relationship between the langsage water front, | was taken to my hotel for a restobefthe
fifth- and twentieth-century Athens. Not only canet speech and asked my host to stop by the American
modern spoken language be called on to elucidateuod Express. To my horror, here was a big sign on tee d
words in ancient authors, as has been brilliantigedin  KAEIZTO. What is more, it was not going to open again
some passages of Aristophanes, but also the sahbtar until 6:00 — too late for me. The speech was due:23Q.
learned his Greek as a dead language has, in mod®&m once at the hotel, instead of a rest, | hagdompose
Greece, the exhilarating experience of findingliitea he the speech, in double quick time and this timeetiveais no

can hear in the laiki, the open-air market, nealoKaki fooling around with th&atharevousa

every Friday the very tone of Aristophanes' sausatjer
and market women, and on the docks of Piraeushigp
wit and banter of the sailors who manned the dteats
which set out from what is now Passalimani.

The speech went off well. | had inserted two jotaegest
the audience’'s comprehension of my imperfect aceamd
they laughed at both places. Afterwards at dinhéold
Politis what had happened. For a moment, | tholght
All the scholar has to do is to forget the artiici looked shocked and that | had made a mistakelthite)
katharevousa of the newspaper editorials and gmesrh but then he began to laugh. He laughed very loadly
bureaucracy and listen to and learn from the populvent on laughing. And finally he said to me, "Yducky
speech of Greece, which is also, of course, the frasm daemonwas at work. Leaving that second version at
the poets work. | ran up against the difficultiegalved in  American Express was the best thing you could have
the "language question" halfway through my year idone." And he proceeded to explain that Thessalorak,
Greece, which was 1960-61. so to speak, the home and championdemotikj was
writing its grammar and syntax — "if you had trigour

X C ! warmed-up katharevousaon the audience, they would
for H'eIIenlc Studl.eg.l'n Washington but had nqt tpsen have tried hard not to laugh.” | told him that ldhaeen
up its responsibilities. Professor Bakalakis of thgu ddenly terrified by the memory of a professotasf at

gglr\]/tirrsg:](;)fa-lrshoeirsaacl:izg(l nr;:d di)(\)/vnrq]ezo\\:vvarsleigje;ﬁge;wg]ﬁ University of Athens who had dominated an Aidwen
from academic circles so that | could get some vdorhe); ner party with long discussions in a very higfing

he invited me to come to Thessaloniki to make @ce katharevousa; he had been told | was a professoraiént
INVIL K '(sip) Greek and informed me that when he went to Murtluh,
explaining what the Center was. It was a good dppiay

0 trv out mv newly learned Modermn Greek and aISGerman professor there told him he spoke like Plaib,"
y y y Said Politis, in a tone of good humored patienég¢héns

| had already been appointed Director of Harvadiater
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...Even this distinction between an official quigsrary
language and popular speech goes back to antioudy;
still have handbooks written in the Roman impgpitiod
that specify lists of acceptable "Attic" words ande out
others. And we know, from the private letters thave
emerged, written on papyrus, from the sands of Edlyat

Greeks there in the second century AD were speakin

Greek that had sometimes startling resemblancebeto
modern article. A boy's letter to his father, faample, in
which the child asks to be taken along on his fathep to
Alexandria, begins, exactly as a modern schoolbahim
begin: "Aowmov, natep pov ... " "Well, father ... "

Not only is the wordwowmov (as it was spelled in fifth-
century Athens and still is) used in its modernsseaf

"Well,... "; the boy's phonetic spelling shows thhe

itacism which is such a pronounced feature of theem

language had already begun.

"It is strange,” says George Thomson in his bnitliaook,
The Greek Languag€'that so many scholars visiting
Greece to refresh themselves at the fount of Heiten
should spend all their time contemplating the nmter
remains of antiquity without realizing that the @dij of
their quest still flows from the lips of the peaplén this
gaspect of modern Greece are great treasures onseat
and fresh understanding ready for the classicadlactio
discover, and without the pains of excavation.h&llhas to
do is learn and listen. And also read, for the tgpeats of
modern Greece, and Western Europe is slowly raglizi
that they are among the world's greatest poetsafiav
Seferis, Sikelianos, Elytis, Kazantzakis — all loérh are
heirs to the legacy of ancient Greece which is keth
blessing and a burden; all of them draw strengimfthe
tradition even as they try to maintain their indegence
from it.

What modern Greece offers the student of classical
literature and thought is just as great as, ifgneater than,
what it offers the archaeologist. It can renew esfdesh
his contact with the ancient sources in hundredsayfs.
Above all, he can ground in Greek earth that
Nephelokykyggia, the "ideal" Greece he has conjuwed
from books; it will enable him at last "to give &ry
nothing a local habitation and a name."
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From The Riches of Our Cultural Heritage

THE SOVEREIGN SUN by Odysseas Elytis

Narrator

The Sun the Sun the Sovereign Sun
of all stone-players the champion

Beyond the world's far edge and brink
on Tenedos must set and sink

His chin is made of flames and fire
his forks are made of golden wire.

The Sun
O come you shores and come you seas
vineyards and golden olive trees
out of my noonday's interim
come listen to my bulletin
"No matter what lands | roam and love
this is the land I'm enamored of."
From the far middle of every steep
to the far middle of every deep
spread crimson yellow fields of grain
the emerald and boundless main
"No matter what lands | roam and love
this is the land I'm enamored of,"
with its small gamins demoniac
riding astride a dolphin's back
with its young girls on every strand
burning stark naked on the sand
with all its daffy roosteroos
and all its cock-a-doodle-doos!
Chorus Of Women
Because we have no bread my friend
such things are hard to understand
they've fought us so for years on end
we've not had time to breathe or mend.

A Woman

The birds have gone and flown elsewhere
yet | on this wave-pounded shore

have tried to build my house and home.
It won't stand up on sand and foam.

All Together
What in four months we built with joy
we must in eight long months destroy
and every full-grown olive tree
costs an entire family.
A Woman
What lovely secret dreams | made
of all the children | would raise
who would have thought who would have said
they'd all be sent to be killed instead.

All Together
Some went to fight on ships at sea
some went to fight on mountains free
each with his khaki shirt but oh
my curses on both friend and foe!

Narrator
The sun heard and was horrified
then cast his crimson rays of light
as burst in flames the mountain woods
and all the upland neighborhoods.

The Sun
Hey what's all this audacity
come all my winds from land and sea
North South East West, all my manage
come quickly make your reportage.

First Wind
| push ships if | want to, | halt them if | like
| split two mountains apart, then plunge on a Ibikg
| enter into love affairs, but soon grow harassed
and when I'm told their secrets, then | grow enassed
| send out news to all, to everyone confess
the mind of man wears out, and then black alas.

Second Wind

Cursed be that bitter hour, he who here has might
blesses what's wrong side up, and then will cailjiitt.

You never hear him mention what's the weak margs du
but turns day into night, and then will sweartile.

Wherever there's a large door, you'll find him batk
then find that he's vamoosed, whenever you open it.

Third Wind

Wheat fields of Saloniki and mountains of Moria's
where are your captured castles, where are ydages?

Look at the waning half-moon now sailing througé #ir
look at the lovely girl, may | take joy of her!

On Monday she grows tall, on Tuesday goes to war

on Wednesday bends her knee, on Thursday is na more

Fourth Wind
O roads well worn and trodden, O roads not woall at
who has traversed their length, who has not passait?
But those who took these roads and waded deepaual bl
not God or man can stop them in their fortitude.
Poor miserable creations, you've been filled vigh |
all the world's crazy fools have now been mobilized

(To be continued)



