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Upcoming Events TV Channels, and he is a regular political comntenta
for ANTI TV and RadigAthens). Dr. Stavrou is the editor

The Post-Cold War Balkans: Experimenting . .
With Neo-Ottomanism of Mediterranean Quarterly published by Duke

N . University Press.
On Sunday, October 26, Hellenic Link—Midwest présen ) : . .
Dr. Nikolaos Stavrou, Graduate Professor of Intional Dr- Stavrou received his B.A degree in PoliticaleBce

Affairs and Political Science, Emeritus, at Howard©m Hunter College (NY) and his M.A. and Ph.D
University, in a lecture titted'The Post-Cold War degrees in International Affairs and political $wie,

Balkans: Experimenting With Neo-OttomanisnThe eSpectively, from George Washington University.
event will be held at 3 pm at the Four Points Sera The Philosophical Basis of Kazantzakis’
Hotel, 10249 West Irving Park Road at Schiller Panwritings

(southeast corner of Irving Park Road and Mannhei
Road). Admission is free for HLM members and $5 fogesents Peter Bien, Professor of English and

non-members. _ . o Comparative Literature, Emeritus, at Dartmouth €,
The speaker will examine the origins of U.S.-Balkafh a lecture titted The Philosophical Basis of
policies and the ideological foundations of a tréhat Kazantzakis’ Writings. The event will take place at 3 pm
seeks to institutionalize Turkey as a pivotal regicactor at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel, 10249 West drvin
with influence straddling the Balkans and Eastemark Road at Schiller Park (southeast corner afdrv
Mediterranean. The trends towards a restoration phrk Road and Mannheim Road). Admission is free for
Turkey as a Balkan player have their origins iniseim H|_M members and $5 for non-members.

work produced by Yale University and the R"’m%azantzakis was a philosophical novelist, one who

Corporation. Thus, Graham Fuller of the Rand_. o
e e and ; eliberately created fictions meant to flesh ousbstract
Corporation "advised” Turkey to curve its own sfihef system of thought that he had developed much earlie

Simiary, a contibutor o Paul KennedyPavolal Siates HiS System is based primarily on the vialistcipgophy
i . : enri Bergson, whose lectures Kazantzakis atte
(Yale, 1996)encourages Turkish elites to seek a modys_ . . o ; : , "
. S ; : S . aris in 1908. Vitalism posits an evolutionarye'fforce
;/(;Vzgglp\{vg?] tir:j%:)Ilcs)g;/mtliga[ze}:t’arpi;lc:ceggllggbzigﬂ"e*?dr;j that, although working through matter, neverthekdigss
: . ~ to convert matter to spirit. In his fictions, Katzakis
borders. That ideology, for lack of a better tefsnNeo created heroes who aid this process, and villaihe w

Ottomanism. It is an ideology that we thought hidi dn hi : .
. ... hinder it. Probably the best examples are thepxiasts
the Balkan wars and was buried by Leo Trotsky'snfi in “The Greek Passion Fotis (positive) and Grigoris

and disciple, Mustafa Kemal. Its revival now thezst a . ) oo
re-BaIkanFi)zation of the Balkans and the demonizatbn (negative). Zorba is a \./'tal'snc hel_’o_becausedz_mh_es
the Boss how to deal with materialistic failurehriSt in

those nations that suffered the most under itsrold he Last Temptatidnconverts his own materialistic

ver5|or.1, Greece and Serblal. failure into the spiritual triumph of self-sacrific The
Dr. Nikolaos A. Stavrouis Graduate Professor offyllest treatment occurs in Kazantzakis's gargameic,
International Affairs and Political Science, Emasitat “Odyssey, whose hero evolves along Bergsonian lines
Howard University. His expertise is in Political @ty from brute to a bodiless angel. These works, atiho
(Normative and Empirical) while geographically hesufficiently effective simply through characteripat and
specializes in Balkan, European and Russian affdess piot, fulfill Kazantzakis's purpose only if we agmiate

an internationally known specialist on Albaniantheir philosophical basis.

Yugoslav, and Greek affairs. He has published over Peter Bienis Professor of English and Comparative

hundred and fifty articles in professional journalsd | . . .
; . ot terature, Emeritus, at Dartmouth College. Altgbun
major newspapers. Dr. Stavrous —publications ha#s teaching he concentrated on British and Iristioh,

appeared inWorld Affairs, Political and Economic . N o
. . e especially James Joyce, in his research and whngas
Studies (Athens), Global Affairs, Poliika Themata, devoted his energies chiefly to Modern Greek liteea

Mediterranean Quarterlyand in major newspapers like,
. ; nd language. He translated KazantzakiB'e Last
Manchester Guardian, The Washington Post, The W‘ﬁfl!emptation of Christ, Saint Francis, and ReporGiecq

Street Journal, Borb#Belgrade),To Vima, Kathimerini, Lo 2o
Eleftherotypia and Ta Nea He has appeared on majoras well as Myrivilis’sLife in the Tompand poetry by

n Sunday, November 16, Hellenic Link—Midwest



Ritsos, Cavafy, and Harkianakis. His scholarlytwgis gnostic Christianity. One of his specialties is &ke
treat Cavafy, Ritsos, and especially Kazantzaki8. tragedy and the interpretation of its literary npéiars.
founder of the Modern Greek Studies Association dfis latest work deals with the establishment ofrasdc
America, Professor Bien served twice as its presidad texts as canons before Christianity. He has puddish
also as the editor-in-chief of its official periodl, the some 300 articles, of which perhaps the best knanen
Journal of Modern Greek Studies. Together wittesslv on Dionysos and tragedy. Some of his latest
colleagues at Princeton, he is the co-authoiGofek contributions are: Drama and Dromena Bloodshed,
Today a textbook for the teaching of Modern Greek vi&iolence, and Sacrificial Metaphor in Euripides'0(2)

the oral/aural method. In 2004 he and colleaguasd 'Hieroi Logoi and Hierai Bibloi: The (Un)written
published a 900-page bilingual anthology of twehtie Margins of the Sacred in Ancient Gre&¢2005)

century ~Greek poetry. Volume 1 of hisgoger Woodward,Andrew van Vranken Raymond
critical/biographical study, Kazantzaki®olitics of the pyofessor of the Classics at SUNY. Buffalo. will

Spirit, was brought out in Greek translation by th@resent: A Broad Perspective on Athenian and Greek
University of Crete Press in 2001; he has also t&p Rejigiort (provisional title). Roger Woodard uniquely

volume 2, which was published by Princeton Unitgrsi ;ompines the specialty of comparative linguistics—
Press in 2007 and also in Greek by the Universig$of especially the study of the Greek alphabet—with the

Crete. He is now preparing an edition, in English, g4y of Greek religion, which he compares to thiat
Kazantzakis's selected letters. In November 209Was  anagolia, the Levant and Asia Minor. Among his kite
awarded an honorary Ph.D. by the University qfqoks ardndo-European Myth and Religion: A Manual
Thessaloniki. (lowa, 2004 and The History and Nature of Human

Revelation in Ancient Greek Religion Writing (Oxford, 2006).

Hellenic Link—Midwest is cosponsoring a conference ;
Revelation in Ancient Greek Religianganized bythe From Our History
Department of Classics and Mediterranean Studiés Bloody December

the University of lllinois Monday, November 10, B)0 From the book “Red Acropolis, Black Terror: The €ke
at the UIC Institute for the Humanities at Chicag@ivii War And The Origins Of The Soviet-American
(UIC). The conference will be held at 3:00 pm. Rivalry, 1943-1949” by Professor Andre Gerolymatos
What caused ancient Greek religion to maintaimdtsl By approximately 10:45 A.M., one column of
over the masses? While it is a truism that and&eek demonstrators was spilling into Constitution Squairey
religion was not a “religion of the book,” thisquickly formed into ranks of right to ten abreastjile
conference will show that revelation played a digant  every fourth person carried either a British, aeBrean
role through oracles, miracles and divination. AonAmerican, or a Soviet flag. Others waved bannets wi

the questions to be answered are the following. Wasslogans engraved in red print. W. Byford-Jones, who
deemed necessary to re-affirm and uphold tradibpn witnessed the event, writes:

discovering the will of the gods? Did the will diie The ages of those who were taking part ranged t

gods, whgn revealed, enable novelties and departU{g twelve years of age to sixty and more. A fewhef
from traditior? The conference speakers are: _ children were without shoes, most of the peoplbaowit
Robert Parker Wykeham Professor of Greek History abvercoats, bur there were many who were well doesse
Oxford, will present: Why believe without revelation? As before, there were a predominant number of girls
The evidences of Greek religibnRobert Parker's petween eighteen and thirty years of age. There was
tremendous impact on Greek religion can be traeett b nothing sullen or menacing about the processioméeSof

to his seminal book on pollutioMIASMA Pollution the men shouted fanatically towards the policeitat
and Purification in Greek religion(Oxford, 1983). and the hotel, but there was a good deal of humrou
Inspired by the work of the anthropologist Marnbanter, and many jokes were exchanged between
Douglas, Parker carefully applied this model to €kre demonstrators and those who watched from the kerbs.

evidence. In recent years, he has dealt Systemt'casetween the demonstrators and the police statiae we
with the historical study of Athenian religion, adimg approximately twenty terrified police, who had take

banal generalizations. His two latest booRshenian "
S . - position between the palace and the corner of thade
Religion, a History(Oxford, 1997) andPolytheism and Bretagne Hotel that faced the square. Armed withe li

Society at Athens(Oxford, 2007) are Cor]S"demdmore than Italian carbines that were loaded witmlbl

definitive on. the|r.top|cs. _ ammunition, the police had no illusions as to tlf&ie if
Albert Henrics(Eliot Professor of Greek Literature atthe crowd got out of control.

Harvard University) will presentA History of the
Intellectual Tradition of Revelation{provisional title).
Albert Henric's work is groundbreaking in the fietd
the history of thought, extending from Greek raligito

The police had every reason to fear for their |ivasce
having served under the jurisdiction of the occigpat
authorities, they had, rightly or wrongly, been dkdul



collaborators by the majority of Athenians. Althbug By noon, a second crowd of demonstrators had broken
many Greek police officials had covertly assistéd t through the police cordons and thousands more soon
resistance and the Allies, not enough time hadegasgoined them, until the square was jammed with atmos
since liberation to permit a clear distinction beén the 60,000 people. The police retreated within the svafl
absolute traitor and the sunshine patriot. Indseche had their station and locked themselves in. Over thet ne
had to wear the mask of the former in order tosasee thirty minutes, the remaining police barricades
latter. disintegrated, and most of the officers discrekeft/ the

Making matters worse, the provisional Greek govemm SCene and sought refuge in nearby private homes or
had failed to purge the security establishmentsawiti Managed to reach the safety of the police headgsas

service of collaborators, whose continued presemwe €W Police stragglers near the square, howevere wet
tainted every state apparatus. The governmentigagd S fortunate. They were seized by dozens of hands,
that time was required to conduct a meticulous ar$nched, kicked, and spat upon. A torrent of veabaise
judicious purge, but such reasoning was lost on t owned out their protestations of innocence. Tuuky
crowds advancing toward the center of the city lem tON€S were dragged off to the nearest lamppost and
morning of 3 December 1944. To the half-starvefynched; some, however, could not be pried awagnfro
population of Greece, what truly mattered were sygb the clutches of the mob,_whlch, _mtoxma@ted by emimal

and the gray uniforms of the police invoked the faad  S@vagery, tore the men literally limb to limb.

agony of the occupation. The crowd in the square continued to shout slogadgo

The handful of police positioned a few yards beythrar Wave banners as well as Greek, American, Britisi, a
station were aware of this reality, and for thet paseral Russian flags. Regardless of the chaos and commotio

hours they had witnessed dozens of wounded felldgye"y €ffort was made to display EAM's affection thue
officers being carried off on stretchers into thatien United States and its president. The masses rejeate
following clashes with groups of demonstrators. ths Shouted, "Roosevelt, Roosevelt," and carried nuusero

crowd got closer and closer, the fears of the palicned 'arge flags of the Stars and Stripes. A group ofsbo
to panic, and some began to replace their blankdeu PoUnced on an American officer passing by, raisecdm
with live ammunition. their shoulders, and carried him over forty bloghksl the

- man managed to kick himself free.
When the crowd advanced to within less than 10@syar ) . .
of the police cordon, suddenly a man in militaryfom In the midst of _thls_ angry mass of huma_nlty, an old
ran out of the station and shouted, "Shoot theahdsttt Woman dressed in widow's black stood outside tliego
He then dropped to one knee and began firing his 4u station and, like the furies of ancient myth, hdrereats
few seconds later the panic-stricken police folldwseit. @nd curses at the men inside the building. For sime
They did not fire in unison like a disciplined uiut She Stubbornly stood leaning on her stick, hereures
discharged their weapons sporadically. A few of th&€ incarnation of hatred, fear, and helplessriesshad
officers hesitated for a few seconds: some remain@§come a metaphor for Greece.
transfixed by the spectacle before them, but omer afAfter several hours, the crowd quietly disperset] a
another, each began to fire. The first ranks ofcluevd squadron of British paratroopers advancing singke f
cascaded onto the ground; the fortunate ones fouedsily pushed the remaining demonstrators acrass th
protection behind trees or nearby walls, but msply square. Despite the bitter fighting that would tgkece
lay flat on the ground. later, most firsthand accounts agree that initidlgre was

The shooting continued for approximately half aurho MO, perceptible hostility toward the British. Foettime

and when it was over twenty-two of the demonstesatoP®€nd, and as far as most of the demonstrators were
remained still, twelve of them dead. A couple ohuer concerned, the killings were blamed on the polue the
souls gingerly darted out onto the square to demts the Provisional government.

bodies of their comrades, while others attemptezbt@r The police continued to remain within the confirafs

the wounded with their bodies. Once the firing e€as their station, while the man who had initiated sheoting
rage instantly replaced the fear of the police amguish in the square had disappeared. His identity remains
over the casualties. The metamorphosis from agliised mystery and yet another strand in the folklore that
crowd into a frenzied mob took place suddenlygeigd eventually framed the story of the December Upgisin
by the sudden release of paralyzing fear and aetete The questions still linger: Was he an agent praoegeof

by anger. Almost straight away, hatred replacetbtter the left or of the right? Over the years no one ey

and according to Byford-Jones, “the demonstrataatw come forward to take credit or provide evidence
mad. Thousands of people roared their threats aoohcerning the identity of this man. The identifyttwe
defiance at the police. It was the ugliest scenad ever man who almost single-handedly provided the fuseafo
witnessed.... The demonstrators stood screaming amhuence of events that catapulted Athens into the
shouting, tearing open their shirts and crying,d@hme, brutality of the December Uprising remains an emigm

you cowards, you Papandreou hirelings. (to be continued)



From The Riches Of Our Cultural Heritage

From Sophocles’ Antigone

The scene represents the royal palace of King Krigofhebes. It is very early morning, barely dawie
invading Argive armies have only now been drivenbgfthe defending Theban forces. A Chorus of Tieba
Elders enters the orchestra. They are jubilantedtgrday’s victory, exultant in the glory of themngawn. They
speak sometimes together, sometimes separatelgrying combinations. The parts of the Chorus Leader
(“Coryphaeus”) are in italics.

Bright sun, bright
ray, great light of
lights, glorious,
gleaming, eye of
golden

day, refulgent,
radiant

chariot of the sun, the
fairest that ever
shone on
Thebes,
Thebes,
Thebes of the
Seven

Gates!

You rise, you
rise, you

rise

triumphant,
triumphant,
victorious,
victorious over
Dirke's
streams,

out of the
dismal barrel of
night, routing,
routing the
Argive invader,
the bronze-clad
warrior, with his
white

shield, his
silver-white
shield, with
bolts of

light, routing,
routing him in
headlong

flight

with the sharp,
piercing

bit of your
steed!

Polyneikes'

quarrel

swept him through
our land,

an eagle screaming,
swooping, soaring,
diving, plunging,

his white wings
their dazzling
shields,

his snowy plume
their bristling crests!

Circling wide,
wide,

circling wide,
circling,
circling, he
closed on our
walls, his ravenous
maw gaping
wide, his thirsty
spears
clogging our
gates! But
before,

before,

before his

jaws could he sated,
sated with our
blood,

blood, sated with our
blood; before,
before

before our
towers, our
circle, our
crown, our
crown of
towers could
tumble,
crumble,

fall to
destruction

in clouds of

smoke from

the

Fire-god's

flame, his
pine-fed

flame,
Hephaistos' torch,
the Dragon rose
up. Thebes rose
up, Thebes'
Dragon

rose with a

roar in the

din of battle,
rattling its

arms, rose

up behind,

not to be conquered,
never conquered,
not to be
vanquished,
rattling its

arms!

Zeus who hates

a boasting tongue,
saw the swarms

of Argives swagger
in clangorous gold,
and blasted, as he
reached the top,
with fiery bolt,

the first to crow!

He fell, he
fell in a wide
arc, wide,
flame-streaming
torch trailing,
trailing, and
struck the
earth, struck,
struck, with a
terrible

noise, he who

breathed on us
blazing white
hate like a raging
stormwind's
savage

blast, failing,
failing in

all he
threatened!
And Ares,

god,

storming,
raging;

Ares,

war-god,

gave to each
man, to each,
each, a different
death! Ares,
Ares

gave us
victory!

Seven invaders,
seven defenders,
seven gates,
seven tributes

of enemy arms

to Zeus of Battles;
two loathing
brothers,

two hating swords,
duel to the death!

Now Nike, now
Victory, now
victorious

Nike, Nike
victorious comes,
comes with the
dawn, in answer to
Thebes'
rejoicing, Thebes
of the many
chariots!

Let us raise

high,

let us raise
high our
voices,

let us raise
high our
joyous
voices, our
joyous
voices, in
praise,
praise, put
battle behind in
sweet
forgetfulness!
Let us

lift our
voices and
feet to the
gods, lift
high our

feet in
all-night
dancing, with
Bakkhos to
lead us,
Bakkhos,
Bakkhos,
lead us in
joy!

Let our
stomping, our
stomping, our
stomping
feet

lead us,
Bakkhos,
lead us, and
shake,
shake the
earth,

shake with
delight!
Bakkhos!
Bakkhos!



