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Upcoming Events the region as a collective entity. The problem e of

definition: how can the Mediterranean—many langsage
and dialects—be defined as a “cultural area” aspep
On Sunday, April 18 at 3 pm, Hellenic Link—Midwestto, simply, a “geographical entity” (i.e. the var®
presents the music ensemble “Balkanalia” at thatdyall countries that surround the Mediterranean Sea)?

of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, 2386t
Dempster Street, Des Plaines, IL (just east of4)29
General admission is $5.

Music Performance by “Balkanalia”

What is often neglected in this tension betweenucal
and geography is the position of the Mediterraneaa
collective imaginary trajectory that was, in sonases,
Balkanalia’s program will include songs and dangees central to a process of identity construction (i,
from Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, Armenia, Boshia,afiay  political, cultural and literary). This lecture Wibcus on
and Serbia. All of the songs are sung in theirinaly the interaction among Mediterranean intellectuals
language. (Odysseus Elytis, George Seferis, Albert Camus, and
Balkanalia the University of lllinois Balkan Music othe{]s)_ a_nd the|r_ attempt o forge a Mediterranean
Ensemble, was created in 1997-98 by Donna %est etic in opposition to the Northern Eu_ropeaﬂ dlm
Buchanan, Associate Professor of Ethnomusicologwant € same way that many V\_/estern_Modermsts, reatting

: what they perceived as an ideologically bankrupsiéfe

:,P ?g'sal[f:] dler:f tr? :I(;(SQI S(pgrrgcc:)lils?]rily oﬁjr:gaggﬁgmr&ﬁlc civilization, turned to the East or to Africa farspiration,
YIes, P P thers sought models in a Mediterranean orientation

Partcipants incude muacally gied Sraduate _anj] 2u9h S exploratons were often colored byiesat
undergraduate students majoring in a variety . e Lo
o - . . importance in redefining the cultural scene in ipatar
?AZ%%:;‘;S' as well as lllinois alumni and commyni geographical areas in the Mediterranean has beeratr
' (Such an examination of collective identity is fadarly
The ensemble performs village, urban, and poptyéess intriguing in light of the ongoing attempts by tResnch
of traditional music from Albania, Bosnia, BulgariaPresident, Nicolas Sarkozy, to create a “Meditezaan
Croatia, Greece, Hungary, Romania, Serbia, Sloyenidnion.”)
Turkey and occasionally, parts of the Caucasusfaiad T
Middle East on indigenous, orchestral, and ele@atron
instruments. Songs are sung in the original langsidoy
soloists and/or the ensemble’s women'’s choir. Balka
is also closely associated with the “Balkan Perfogn
Arts Society,” a campus-wide registered stude
organization dedicated to promoting and performin
expressive culture from across the Balkan region. Marinos Pourgouriscompleted his doctoral degree in the
Department of Comparative Literature at Rutgers
Greece and the Mediterranean: Cultural University and is currently Assistant Professor of
Geography and National Identity Comparative Literature at Brown University. He Isoa
On Sunday, Wy 23, Hellenc Link-Midwest preseriTioec 1, he Hoderh Cree Sudies Prograr e
Professor Marinos Pourgouris of Brown University,ai forthcoming book, Mediterranean Modernisms: The

lecture titled Greece and the Mediterranean: Cultural . : L
: : Poetic Metaphysics of Odysseus Eldisamines Greek
Geography and National IdentityThe event will be held odernism in a comparative context (in relation to

?ri/iﬁgprga?lt( tlgialfjogt F;?r?itllsesgiito(goﬂ?gigs%O§§3}6W hilosophical, psychoanalytic and literary modernis
Iving Park Road and Mannheim Road). Admission %urrents). His current book-project is an explamtof

thnicity and national literatures in the postcinal
free for HLM members and $5 for non-members. context. He has published articles on a varietguthors

Though the Mediterranean has emerged, in the pasid subjects including the work of Nikos Kazantgzaiad
couple of decades, as an intriguing field of study)dysseus Elytis, Greek Modernism, Ethnic identityd
ethnographers have long disputed the idea of appirta  the theories of Sigmund Freud, Friedrich Nietzseme]

he lecture will especially focus on Greece andits
relationship to the Mediterranean as it emergesutjir
literary and cultural definitions. Of particulartémest is
the comparison of a Greek Mediterranean identith wi

ther cultural geographies in Greece such as thieaBa
%ﬁd Europe.
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Rey Chow. At Brown he teaches courses on the Bglkanompetition as suspect and the selection of SA&8Ns
the Mediterranean, Greek and European Modernismpre or less fixed in advance. He said that orruzeip

National Identity, and psychoanalysis. 28, 2003, he sent a letter to then-prime minister
) Constantine Simitis where he was citing all the
In Brief manipulations by SAIC/SIEMENS that violated

. Presidential Order 284 governing the bidding preces
A Scene from the Life of Modern Athens According to the witness, the company he repreddrad
According to the Greek newspapeKathimerini submitted a better bid offer but the decision haérb
(3/11/2010), a 35-year-old man, Lambros Fountagas made in advance.

killed during a shootout with police in the soutéiean Reblvi - :
. ) ; plying to a question by SYRIZA parliament member
/b“he@ nellghg)o_rh(é)d of Pa':jn" It vg{ast smd_t?a;ﬁm o€l h e etre Papadimoulis he stated that to his opibiires
een involved In Lreece's domeslc terroris Sl changed hands in this case, because ‘there arg/salwa

Fountas was shot dead at 4.40 a.m., when he andygiiog inyolved in large public projects and pusesaof
accomplice were attempting to steal a parked vehicl weapons systems”

Fountas had been known to police since he wastedres : . :
during disturbances at the National Technical Usitg According 0. KKE parliament member - Athanasios
i&?

. . Pamfilis the witness’ deposition raises a concern
of Athens in 1995. He allegedly had contacts wi : .
members of the Exarchia-based anarchist movement orroborated one day earlier by another witnessrge

. : , : epeklis) about the procurement process for thé C4
Qride been on the anti-terrorist squad’s watch disaflong system, since the delivered system was not the same

what was originally decided.
The suspect with whom Fountas was allegedly atiegpt
to steal the car managed to evade arrest but b@sedVatopedi Scandal

Iorkensic tetst$ police bell[evettthz;l(t the _szcondt nbmm thAccording toKathimerini (3/2/2010)it was alleged that
“aR enl ?_ar n S? relcein Tha acb carrie " ou hy N8I the documents kept by the Agricultural Develepm
evolutionary Struggie . The urban guerriiia grougs Ministry relating to the controversial property bange

carried out a number of attacks in recent yeaciding between the state and the Vatopedi Monastery omMou

firing a rocket-propelled grenade at the US Emh_aSS)(thOS have disappeared. Speaking to Sky TV, the

murdering a witness protection officer and detomnpi ministry’s general secretary George Kanellopoulos

car bomb outside the Athens Exchang_e. Sourcgl%limed that the documents, some 1,500 in totdl besn
suggested that the two men had been stealing the cay o by the former head of the land department
use it in an imminent strike. Stamatina Manteli. Kanellopoulos said that Mantsho
According to the police, the two suspects had direais a suspect in the allegedly corrupt deal, toekgapers
broken into the Seat Ibiza when a patrol car pullpda when she left her job at the ministry.

short distance away. One of the officers turnedthan

siren, prompting Fountas and his accomplice to jouip Hazardous Professions in Greece

o::f_the vehicll<e and bggihn Zhor?ti_ng at ﬂ?e police(;ffdf_ml: New York Times3/12/2010: Vasia Veremi, a hairdresser
officers took cover benind their patrol car and,t in Athens, under the current law that treats hér gs

ensuing exchange of fire, the 35-year-old wasdille hazardous to her health, has the right to retith aifull

A Zastava handgun, with two bullets missing frore thpension at age 50. “I use a hundred different coaisi

chamber, and an assault grenade were found in Biegry day—dyes, ammonia, you name it,” she saidu*Y

possession. He was also carrying a walkie-talkid athink there’s no risk in that? People should bee bl

wearing two pairs of leather gloves. retire at a decent age,” Ms. Veremi added. “Werare
made to live 150 years.”

Selection of SAIC/Siemens Allegedly Fixed 1o Greek government has identified at least 580 jo

The parliamentary examination committee investigati categories deemed to be hazardous enough to merit
the Siemens case heard recently the testimonywb$a retiring early—at age 50 for women and 55 for men.
Pezas, former representative of the Franco-Americ&veece’s retirement system has contributed to thefe
company TRS (Thales-Raytheon Systems). control state spending that has led to its curchetit
crisis. Greece has promised early retirement toutabo
700,000 employees, or 14 percent of its work force,
giving it an average retirement age of 61, onehaf t
lowest in Europe.

TRS was the company that lost the bidding competiti
for providing electronic security systems (C4l) fibre
Athens Olympics to the joint venture of SAIC/SIEMEN
which was finally awarded the contract for a fee260
million euros. The law covers under “dangerous jobs” radio and

. . . ... television presenters, claiming to be at risk fr
In his deposition, Mr. Pezas characterized the ibgld vision p ’ 'ming ! tine
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bacteria on their microphones, and musicians piayimormal retirement age from 60. Spain is proposingise
wind instruments, who must contend with gastridusef the retirement age from 65 to 67. Germany, hasntake
as they puff and blow. politically difficult steps to increase its retirent age to

Countries like Germany, France, Spain and Italyeha\s57 while reducing benefits.

relied for decades on a generous state financedragge Greece’s pension problem far outweighs the fingglin
of stiff taxes to keep the political peace. Nowwith its accounts that it relied upon in the edr§90s to
governments are being pressed to re-examine thget its official deficit figures low enough to gifglto join
commitments to generous pensions over extenddw euro club. A recent report by the European
retirements because the downturn has pushed aplas Commission found that the amount Greece spends on
of these hidden costs to the surface. pensions and health care for its aging populaifoleft
unchecked, would soar to about 37 percent of its
economic output by 2060 from just over 20 perceday,
aking it the highest level in Europe.

Analysts say that the United States will face s discal
reckoning as 78 million baby boomers begin dravang
Social Security and Medicare programs. Without sonie
combination of higher taxes, benefit reductionsaor “Projected pension expenditures are expected tbldgu
increase in the retirement age, both programs nwitll said Manos Matsaganis, a professor at the Uniyeosit
short of money within the next few decades. Mangthens and author of numerous papers on Greece’s
American states are behind on funding their pensigension system. “That is unsustainable.” Still, the
obligations for public employees. millions who have come to rely on these payout$ mat

give up their pensions easily. “Nobody thinks thaye to

be the one to sacrifice,” Mr. Matsaganis said. 'Bhat
certainly true of Christos Bourdakis, a retired ggovment
accountant, who collects a yearly gross pensi@0@¥00
euros more than he was making when he retired 4&ye
ago at the age of 60. He has even written a book in
defense of it, “The Guide to Granting Civil Service
Pensions in Greece.” “We have to protect our stahdh
living,” Mr. Bourdakis said.

In Europe, unfunded pension liabilities far outweihe

stated debt that governments owe creditors. Acogrth

Jagadeesh Gokhale, an economist at the Cato tastitu
Washington, bringing Greece’s pension obligationgo
its balance sheet would show that the governmeeéb
debt is 875 percent of its gross domestic prodUicat

would be the highest debt level among the 16 nsitain
the eurozone, and far above Greece’s official tefatl of

113 percent.

In France, the official debt level is 76 percent oFrom Our History
economic output, but the total debt rises to 54@qe
once all of its current pension promises are takém
account. And in Germany, the current debt leveb®f From the book “Red Acropolis, Black Terror: The &ke
percent would soar to 418 percent. Civil War and the Origins of the Soviet-AmericandRiy,

Mr. Gokhale estimates that for the United Statestthe 1943-1949" by Professor Andre Gerolymatos

measure of federal government debt, incorporatifg the very least, the KKE made a concerted effort
Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security and othedestroy all rival Marxist organizations, and duritige
obligations, is $79 ftrillion, or about 500 percarfitthe course of the December Uprising, OPLA hit squadsdki
nation’s output. Currently, its public debt is eljweabout dozens of members of the rival Archeiomarxists
60 percent of its domestic output. organization as well as followers of Trotsky. The
In its 2009 annual report on Greece, the Internatio @]ghgé%?;ﬁ;qsﬁbgrrl%gﬁy ];Srr]?;ﬁdl ae:e“:’eg éigr?qrgl:ﬁe%
Monetary Fund warned that the government's excess'ﬁommunist Party. In 1924, the KKE expelled the

pension and health payments to the elderly, if le rcheiomarxists, who, in turn, went on to establiséir
unchecked, would result in a debt level of 800 petrof own political party. Their membership, during the

its output by 2050, similar to the figures Mr. Galén . :
calculated. “The pension crisis is the biggestlsitest of interwar period, often surpassed that of the KKE.

Greece’s willingness to tackle longstanding reféreajd  Another consideration is that such vicious policiese
Kevin Featherstone, an expert on the Greek pdliticaorn out of fear. By the third week of Decembegrethe
economy at the London School of Economics. “Anynost optimistic Greek communist must have realtred
meaningful reform must lead to reduced benefits farwas no longer possible to overcome the Britisfedses
workers — the government needs to show that it camthe center of Athens and that it was only a enatf
overcome union pressure.” time before ELAS would concede defeat.

Bloody December

Greece has proposed raising average retiremenv & The highpoint of the EIAS advance against the 8hriti
: . and Greek forces in Athens came on the night o1@5-

The French president, Nicolas Sarkozy, has mgt W'%?acember 1944. After the collapse of any pr%spce!caf

union leaders and broached the prospect of ratiag diplomatic settlement with the British and the Rapaou
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government, ELAS prepared for an all-out offensivgrew progressively weaker each passing day. Towerd
against the British positions in the center of AtheThe third week of December, two new British divisions a
objective was to overwhelm the enemy by strikingvell as a brigade of the Fourth Indian Division and
simultaneously against the British defenses froneeh several miscellaneous units arrived in Phaliron Bag
different directions. Concurrent assaults werefficdit began the process of relieving the beleagueredsBrit
feat for well-trained and disciplined armies, beixihto forces in Athens. A new officer, Major-General "Gan"
impossible for the haphazardly organized ELAS ferceHawkesworth, was given command of the new forces as
When ELAS launched the attacks on the night of 65-ivell as operational control of all the British aGueek
December, the assaults were not synchronized, f@nd gjovernment units. Except for rushing to the resoua
British were able to defeat them piecemeal. Dutimg sector under immediate threat and slowly openitigka
course of the battle, British armored cars anddaasily with the center of Athens, Hawkesworth's corps roid
shifted from one sector to another, giving the hardaunch an all-out offensive.

pressed infantry additional firepower at criticabments

in the fighting. The storm of criticism in Britain as well as in the

international community over British interventiom i
ELAS troops, on the other hand, did manage to bregkeece had forced Churchill to attempt a compromise
through on the east flank of the British linestiie late resolution of the crisis with EAM-ELAS. Churchill,
night of 13 December, about 1,000 ELAS troops stafmjoined by Anthony Eden, the foreign secretary, méwe
the area of the Infantry Barracks, which were thartgrs difficult journey to Athens on Christmas Day to @de

of the British armored brigade and a few otherauriihe over a conference that included representativethef
ELAS unit succeeded in penetrating very close ® tliPapandreou government, the KKE, EAM, and ELAS.
barracks by using troops dressed in British andeksre
police uniforms. By the time the defenders realitieel
ruse, ELAS had captured half the barracks, bueatsbf
trying to capture the British artillery and mortateey
diverted their attention to burning and looting Hupply
dump as well as killing the civilian radio operatoin the Unfortunately, none of the parties saw any reasanake
morning the Second Battalion, supported by armaserious concessions and reach any kind of agreeiment
cleared the barracks, inflicting heavy losses oA&L end the fighting. The British terms remained theea
'%LAS had to disarm and evacuate Athens and the
surrounding area. For their part, the KKE-EAM-ELAS
delegates remained intransigent, and refusing ncexe
defeat, they did not accept the British demands.
J{.urthermore, they insisted on a predominant rolanpn

eoalition Greek government. It may be that they rafod

The meeting took place in the Greek foreign migistr
from 26 to 27 December, in a bleak room with nothea
and lit by hurricane lamps, while sporadic gunfire
accompanied the proceedings.

Once again, however, rumors of ELAS atrocities we
further chipping away at the presumed moral supgyrio
that the left-wing forces had enjoyed from the bemgig
of the battle. This time a story was circulatingozugn the
soldiers of the Fourth Division that the body of
atached 1 them had been found in a horble ste. APPIECiLE the scale of Briish renforcements rau
man had had his legs and arms cut off and then w, : . ! .

buried alive. The paratroopers became outraged, aﬁaﬁ]rr?nr%iqissear:ﬁats?g:‘?t?ﬁ etr?] f\?vrif[:ﬁ Eﬁxghmt;&a&ﬁpf n
although they had taken over 120 ELAS prisonerthén o ntEoI of Athens

previous engagement, after this alleged atrocitg tf '

number of prisoners fell off considerably. The conservative politicians, but especially thgafists
nd the ultra-right-wing cabals that had emergedhdu

Despite the determination of ELAS to capture th%]e uprising, were not in a hurry to see the Britsop

barracks and the high casualtles this engagerrihnteq demolishing EAM-ELAS. When the conference began,
on bOt.h sides, thg attack failed. Although ELASO?BH. ome of them tried to walk out rather than sit vifke
numegcil sulgenotrlty and fvl\ias fll?httlgg . on .I.am"'ar'?bandits" and were only prevented from doing scth®y
ground, it could not successiully maxe e ansitrom g iiioh “They were not to be disappointed. Aftaritfess
guerrilla warfare to conventional battle. As lorggEELAS ne otiétionsyfor over two davs. the meetiﬁ brobed
had engaged in hit-and-run, sniping, sabotage,odmer 9 : yS: 9 :
: o Coo Sl The only point of agreement was the future appantm
irregular tactics, it could inflict significant lsss on the : : .

- : I of Archbishop Damaskinos as regent, pending the
gggse?n%g? Soﬁseirgo bring about a political outcomehe outcome of a referendum on the future of the Greek

prsing. monarchy. It fell on Churchill, upon his returnltondon

The failure of the ELAS offensive spelled the eficduay on 29 December, to convince a very reluctant Gelbitge
prospects for a military victory in Athens and hertbe accept the Greek cleric as regent. It was not aspla
collapse of the left's effort to influence evemsdreece. task for Churchill, who, according to Roy Jenkitigd to
From this point, Scobie's forces grew strongerhwuiite spend half the night (with Eden) bludgeoning the
increasing flow of reinforcements, while those &fAS  stubborn Greek King into accepting a regency."
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Eventually, Churchill had to tell George Il that e did proud woman devoted to her family, friends, anddbee
not agree the matter would be settled without mohthat society of Athens. She came from a family of wetdb
we would recognize the new Government insteadrof'hi  professionals, who ensured she received an extellen

beral education, and she could speak German,igfng|

. . [t
In the meantime, some of the communist pOIIt'cq'lrench, and some ltalian. In the great debate over

leadership chose to grapple with the inevitabl . :
consequences of military defeat by a means sdlerri %onar_ch)é, Vshe_ rI(_e mamgd for tr&e hrest of h]%h life a
that afterward even the most stalwart defendeEsAddl- committed Venizelist and opposed the return ofidng.

In 1940-1941, she was a volunteer nurse, and dthiang

ELAS were hamstrung to find excuses for the condiict . . .
: . occupation she labored in the soup kitchens ofatexk
the left. In a fit of shortsightedness the KKE dieci to d Cross. Effectively, Despina's liberalism and

take hostages in order to incarcerate and PUNI timonarchism did not set her too far apart from t

collaborators (who the left claimed had been allbue
remain at large and protected by the Papandre@eneral goals of EAM. Her daughter had been a membe

. : Hthe left-wing organization for one year. Her eedsfor
government) and as retaliation for the prisonekerteby surviving thegfar%ine and the exiygencies of foreign

the British and the Greek government forces. Thefia _occupation was to be taken as a hostage by the KKE.

gsglrseltog(\e,:la?i?]g;a;‘esnegirgfggngrrﬁumls??(le?slc?é rsnggtTut;regf ' Toward the end of her life she decided to compée h
Mitsos Partsalidis, secretary of EAM's central cottaa. g;(é)eeglences as an attempt to make sense of tilder

Partsalidis' house was out of the way and set mighi
large garden, an ideal location for confidentiaHer poignant account begins with the joy of libenat
discussions. Only a few of those present opposied tkwhich was all too brief, and the outbreak of the@&maber
drastic action, and afterward orders were giveRAd-  Uprising. From her home in Psychiko, a suburb of
ELAS as well as the various organs of the KKE, sagh Athens, she and her friends could only get snippéts
OPLA and the National Civil Guard, to round umews of the events in Athens. In the first week of
hostages. A quarter of a century later, Kaiti Zeygeho December, Despina noticed that some acquaintarttes w
had taken part in the decision, wrote in her mesnoirwere members of EAM started acting strangely, amel o
"Instead of sitting down and analyzing which peoplef them warned her daughters to leave as soon as
should be taken and under what conditions, sonwuof possible. After 20 December, Despina to her horror
members, at times, simply set an artificial numaed watched as the Communist National Civil Guard sthrt
filled it. Many mistakes were made, which consitéyra rounding up men and a little later also women as
damaged our reputation. We are still paying todaty fhostages. Her turn came a few days later. A grdup o
these consequences.” ELAS men came to her, and when she inquired wiegt th
A little later, Zevgou had an opportunity to see thwa??]t?ﬁér:hsgidref.)\l('gg’h;(\?eufﬁlgdn%%ﬂieng?od;;%rgggag
gglr;es:gblggces of her decision as well as that of ri\T‘)%/o blankets and if you have food ready bring it
' along."From this point on, life as Despina and faemily
One day | was on the road to the party headquaréérs understood it vanished; she and her daughters leecam
Chasia and shared a ride with Chrysa (a membehef thostages at the whim and mercy of the KKE:

KKE's Central Committee). | could see somethinthen They organized us in a column of three acrossika

distance moving like a snake on the ground. A few re placed ahead of the women and we proceedad alo

hmot)STaer:: \l\?r:(iecrh \\I/szs L::r;?ﬁirnstof?g mltth\év?jsi r eiti (;:r?la/g\]/v iphisias Boulevard. The sky darkened and a ligi r
ges, 9 ebegan to fall. As we headed towards the mountains a

going. Both Chrysa and | were shocked. We turned o : .
heads the other way and remained silent. The sq:iecta‘%!trong wind began to flail our faces but the guaydsed

was unsettling. A column of people exhausted arrd woat us to move faster. We passed the suburbs oﬂsiaala
out by fatigue with despair on their faces, herdsd and Kypsell and only when we reached a small town |
! the late evening, they stopped and allowed us bae

armed guards on the other side of the column. Il stl[ ; ;
he sidewalks and on the ground. There we satarctid
remember that the head of the column was a verynald December night. Eventually, they led us to an abaad

who was barely dragging his feet. As | said abdawsas . .
one of the mistakes of the movement. The readtien (communlty center where we spent the night.

Right) exploited such mistakes to cover up the afgy Despina and her daughters, along with dozens @ oth
terror that spilled out after December and contisue women, were forced to walk for days. At first, tHejt
whenever it can, until today and will not allow thebehind well-known suburbs northwest of Athens, and
national schism to end. then they headed further north into unknown pafrthe
Ihinterland past small villages in the mountainssdéme
places, the locals were kind and offered the hestadat
liftle food or milk they could spare. As they moviedm
place to place, the column grew longer. The guhsitb

The voices of the victims, however, are rarely Hea
above the din of recriminations and finger pointogr
the December Uprising. Despina Makka-Photiadi was
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little sympathy for the hostages, and whether tveye quarters by the fighting and reduced to a beleaguer
old, young, pregnant, handicapped, or sick, those wenclave. In December 1944 the ELAS attacks pressing
could not join the column were shot, stabbed, osamme toward the center of Athens and the fashionableicts
occasions beaten to death. such as Kolonaki also symbolized the assault ofidfte

, : .. against the political hegemony of the traditionalitical
A group of Royal Air Force prisoners, who faredldit %nd economic establishment.

better under ELAS captivity, witnessed one of thes
wretched civilian columns: "Mostly old and elderen, In 1944, however, the authority of this elite wagdtters.
women and children, they were all scantily clad ama$t The ravages of the occupation, along with the cludos
without shoes. Some-were leaving bloody footprints liberation and civil war, had humbled and distorted
the snow. Like drunken cowboys urging on a herd aince affluent and influential Athenian families. €Th
cattle, their guards repeatedly fired shots overr theads. powerful groups and individuals who had reignedrove
An old man collapsed moaning. He was shot and throwsreece before the war, and whose imprint was stdmpe
into a ditch." Nicolaedis Fotis, an architect a& #thens on all aspects of Greek political, economic, anftucai
Town Hall, was one of the hostages, and he remembdife, had been decimated by the occupation anderead
"We were compelled to march thirty miles a dayalmost irrelevant by the resistance. During theigrithe
Children were taken from their mothers because theilage peasants and the humble folk of the worldlags
were unable to keep up." He saw two women murderatistricts fighting with ELAS were briefly the masteof

the first because she had hidden thirty gold sayesen Greece and Athens. Astonishingly, for the firstdim the
her clothing and the second because she failedat@® m Greek political dynamic, the village ruled the city

that known to the guards, The survivors of the middle and upper classes clong

For Despina and her daughters, the ordeal came @éacé whatever represented the old political authoritiether

in the first week of January, when both sides begdinis meant following the monarchy, the provisional
negotiating a truce, but for some of the otherdgest the government, the British, or even the ultra-righbgyi
agony went on until the end of the month. After thparamilitary bands that had sprouted just prior to
collapse of the talks on 26-27 December, Genelderation. Still others sought another alternatiyelrying
Hawkesworth launched a major offensive on 3 Januakyleave the country, although there were few [@acd¢he
1945 that drove ELAS from Athens in just two wedBs. world that were accessible, except for the verylthga

11 January 1945, delegates from ELAS met with G#nedust about all of the Greek shipping magnates, for
Scobie and asked for an armistice. ELAS agreed ¢xample, had escaped to London and New York. Young
evacuate Athens and Boiotia as well as fall badntw women, however, discovered that marriage to foesgn
five miles from Thessaloniki. Although Scobie andffered one of the few practical avenues of esdapa
Hawkesworth preferred to push their offensive untthe prospect of a grim economic future in war-torn
ELAS was completely destroyed, political considerst Greece. To these women, British officers and even
and events beyond their control spared the left tledinary soldiers were a passport to a fresh start,
humiliation of total collapse. The German Ardennesspecially since many wrongly assumed that any man
offensive had threatened to break through the d\liirees, from the United Kingdom was also wealthy and a
and even though it failed, the British needed tofoece member of the British aristocracy. Later, in thesecaf
their armies on the northwestern Europe front. Tdeyd Americans, there was the equally mistaken notios wa
not afford the public relations nightmare of coniirg to that they were all fabulously rich. After liberatioduring
fight EAM-ELAS, which, for most of the world, and after the December Uprising, just about evecyas
represented the Greek resistance. After protractedcasion in Athens included its share of what Matha
negotiations the British, the Greek government, #red Ward, one of the few SOE officers in Athens attitre,
KKE-EAM-ELAS formally ended the Battle of Athenscalled the "Kolonaki girls, almost all known to baather
with the conclusion of the Varkiza Agreement on 12and encountered repeatedly at party after paigyrating
February 1945. The agreement, ultimately, achiéit®l on the floor with their British boyfriends. Thereasv

in the long run, except to end the fighting in AteeBoth something exotic about going out with a foreigned a
sides could claim victory—the British and the Greekscaping in the mildest way the strict control eisad by
government because they had actually won the mattle many middle class parents, and to be frank, thaethe

the KKE-EAM-ELAS because they had not lost the wachance of marriage to an Englezaki (Englishman).”

but merely one campaign. At first, dozens, then hundreds of these young,tlsnos

The December Uprising left Athens in shambles witmiddle-class, women managed to walk down the aisle
thousands of people homeless and a large numbés ofwith their trophy Englishmen and later were tramigab
citizens permanently scarred and bitterly dividedring to Britain to begin their new lives. Dodis alsoaks that

the thirty-three days of fighting, the once proudanguage was not a barrier:

neighborhoods of Kolonaki, which had been synonysno : :
with upper-class privilege, were squeezed from ;Ijlrf' the spring after the Dekemvriana (December Upgh



Page 7

| went to work (after school) at a British Officelidess as period of the resistance, however, the roles warersed,
an interpreter. Few people knew English then ing8e2 and the influence of the left overshadowed thathef
At the canteen my main occupation turned out to Ieaditional political parties.

interpreting for couples -Wh.o were plannm'g to ge}\t the same time, membership in the left or rigidt nbt
married. The G_reek glrl_s dldl"]tlanW any Englisid aof necessarily emanate from defined constituencies of
course, the British soldiers didn't know a wordGreek. liberals socialists ComMUnists royalists or
Yet, they were intending _to get married. The girsited conservatives. In this context, it is difficult tietermine

to know where the men lived and how well off thesew

o ; . the ideological proclivities of those who joined HAas
The British soldiers presented a rosy picture. Ttodg o :
them a bunch of lies and that is why most of this giweII as of those who fought for ELAS. Yet it is dent

returned within a year or two. The only girl | knavho friﬁsﬂ:ﬁ dextant s?curce_s that n;any'whol_ fOIIOW.e%_EAM'
didn't return to Greece was my husband's sistee Sﬁ ! SObOUt O'dpat;‘IOEC an r;]atlona Ist m%th € h
braved it in Flixton, outside Manchester, in qugeor same can be said of those who supported the other

" . : e resistance organizations. For example, ELAS and £DE
conditions until her family was able to send heaficial . , :
help. She stayed marriedyand still is with Erank. included a large number of professional and monstrch

officers, while approximately another thousand, ynah
According to Ward, who also acquired a Greek bridthem republicans, joined the notorious Security
most of these unions did not survive more thanear ywr Battalions. After liberation, thousands of resis&an
two and the majority of these women decamped backfighters, regardless of their ideological procled, were
Greece." labeled leftists simply because they had foughth wit
ELAS or participated in EAM. Ironically, this stigm
included the professional officers in ELAS, most of
om had been loyal to the crown, just as thousands

Individually and collectively, the Greek war bridegre
symptomatic of the social distortions that buffeaeek

society in the postwar period. Perhaps they ma . .
viewegl/ as a mcftaphor f(g)r the relationghip b(g([wéler): tersvpubhcans de_C|ded that the monarchy was the best
British and the Greek right. Eventually, and to eomguarantee against communism and went over to the

extent because of the December Uprising, ﬂ{gy?llst' carlnp. Hence, the fear o(l)f C(r)]mmunlsmﬁand
conservative element of Greek society, includirgj tf professional opportunism converged in the emergehce

Athens, was reconstituted and reinvigorated afid5las g]n(?[iggr\;vréfr:ts?g?eg?(nstggted to the establishroérhe
the "new right." By the end of 1944, the old mohést '
Venizelist schism had mutated beyond recognitiond aFurthermore, the unwillingness of the British, hessa of
its adherents melted into the forces of eitheldfieor the political considerations, to inflict total destricet on
right. ELAS meant that the left could count on the suppbd
large body of men and women for support. Arguably a
large number of ELAS and EAM followers accepted
efeat and attempted to reintegrate into societyreso
id, but a great many could not avoid persecutiothbir
political opponents. The failure of the successan
governments in the aftermath of the December Umisi
. . : . to effect even a modicum of reconciliation and rthei
monarchy or that every royalist rejected libera¢asl inability to control the lawlessness of the rigtibgy

Rather, personal rivalry and competition for pow&en . . ,
oY ) ) . gangs roaming the countryside practically pavedithg
blurred their ideological differences, and on otmas for another confrontation. The next, and final, mdwf

they easily shifted from one group to the othere the civil war (1946-1949) was the most destructwel

parties and factions of the left, on the other hamere left deeper wounds and divisions in Greek socighich
small and marginal in prewar Greek society. Durtimg have IinZered into the twenty-first century. sty

Prior to the occupation, the Venizelist-republieand the
royalist factions had monopolized the Greek pdlltic
scene. Although Greek liberalism and antimonarchis
had become synonymous with the Venizelists, itrdit
necessarily mean that all the members of the Virsze
faction subscribed to liberal convictions and leathhe

From the Riches of Our Cultural Heritage
Poetry by Odysseus Elytis: TO AEION EXZTI

Ané vy TENEXH From THE GENESIS

AAAA TIPIN axo0vom ayépa 1| LOVGIKY BUT BEFORE hearing the wind or music

7OV KIvoOGa 6€ EAYVavTo va Bpd as | was setting out to find a vista

(b amépovtn KoKKvY Gppo avéfava (climbing a boundless red sand dune

Ue ) eTéPVa pov ofnvovrtag v Iotopia) erasing History with my heel)

mdieva ta oevtovia. Hrov awtd mov ydpeva | wrestled with my bed sheets. What | was lookiogvas
Kot B0 Kot prynid Gov aUTEADVOG innocent and tremulous like a vineyard

Kot Babv kot aydpoyo cav 1 GAAN Oyn T ovpavon deep and unscarred like the sky's other face



Kari Aiyo woyrnc péoo. oe apyiiio

Torte gine ko yevviOnkev 1 0dhacca

Ko €160 ko Bodvpoca

Kot ot péomn mg éomelpe KOGUOVG LUKPOHS Kot €1KOvaL
Kol Opoimon Hov:

‘Inmot métprvor pe ) yoiitn opon

KOl YOANVIOL OUPOPELG

KoL AOEEG OEAPIVIDV PAYES

1 Tog n Zikwvog ) Xépipog 1 Mndog

«Kabe AEEN KL amd ‘va yeAdOVL

Y14 va, Gov EEPVEL TNV GvolEN HETO 6To BEPOC» glme

«Kou ToAAd To MddevTpaL

IOV VO KPNOAPOLY OTO XEPLOL TOVG TO PG

KU eEAoQPO V' amA®dVETOL GTOV VTTVO GOV

KoL ToAAG oL TCrtlikiol

OV VoL UV Ta, VimBeLg

OM®G O¢ VIdOEIS TO CPUYLO GTO YEPL GOV

OAAG Alyo TO vEPO

Y14 va, T6 ‘el O®ed Kot va KATEXELS TL GNUALVEL
0 Adyog Tov

KoL TO OEVIPO LOVAYO TOV

Y®Pic KOmAdL Y18 vau To KAVELS PIA0 GOV

Ko vo yvopilelg T akpipd Tov T Gvopa

@TEVO OTOL TOSLH GOV TO YMDLLOL

Y14 va, unv €xeig mov v animaoel pila

Kot vo Tpafdg To Pdbovg oroéva

KoL TAOTOG ativov 0 0VpovVOg

Y18 va, S1oPalelg LOVOG GOV TNV UIEPUVTOGVUVI»

AYTOX
0 KOGLOG 0 pIKpdG, 0 péyac!

Ano TA IIAOH

TH FAQXEA pov édmoay EMviKy

TO OTHTL PTOYIKO OTIS OUUOVIESG TOL OUnPov.

Movéyn €éyvola 1 YADGGO HOVL OTIG ORUOVOLES TOL
Ounpov.

Exetl pddia, kuddvia

Oeol pelaypvot, Beiot ki eEadéApOL

TO AAdL 0E1ALOVTOG [LEC OTO TEAMPLO, KIOVTLO

KOl TVOEC A0 T1) PELLOTLA EVMOALOVTOG

Avyopld Ko oyivo

ondpto Ko Turepopiio

LLE TOL TPOTA TUTIGUOTO TOV OTIVOV

YOAL®OTEG YAVKES e Ta TpdTo AdEn Zot.

Movéyn éyvola n YAdcoa pov, pe ta tpmto AdEa ol

Exet ddpveg kon oy

Bopiatd ko MBaviouo

TIG TOAEC ELAOYDVTOG KOl TO KOPLOPIALa.

270 YMOUO TO CTPOUEVO UE T OUTEAOUAVTIAQL

kvioeg, Toovykpicpota

Kol Xplotog AvéoTn

LE T TPOTA SUTApa TV EAARVOV.

Aylmec LoTikéC pe ta TpmdTa, Adylo Tov Y pvou.

Movéyn €yvola 1 YADOOGCO, LoV, HE TO TPAOTO AJYLd TOL
"Yuvov!

A drop of soul amidst the clay

Then he spoke and the sea was born

And | gazed upon it and marveled

In its center he sowed little worlds in my image
and likeness:

Horses of stone with manes erect

and tranquil amphorae

and slanting backs of dolphins

los, Sikinos, Serifos, Milos

"Each word a swallow

to bring you spring in the midst of summer," halsai

And ample the olive trees

to sift the light through their fingers

that it may spread gently over your sleep

and ample the cicadas

which you will feel no more

than you feel the pulse inside your wrist

but scarce the water

so that you hold it a God and understand the mganin
of its voice

and the tree alone

no flock beneath it so that you take it for a fden

and know its precious name

sparse the earth beneath your feet

so that you have no room to spread your roots

and keep reaching down in depth

and broad the sky above

so that you read the infinite on your own

THIS WORLD
this small world the great!

From THE PASSION

GREEK the language they gave me;

poor the house on Homer's shores.

My only care my language on Homer's shores.

There pomegranates, quinces,

swarthy gods, uncles and cousins

emptying oil into giant jars;

and breaths from the ravine fragrant

with osier and terebinth

broom and ginger root

with the first chirping of finches,

sweet psalms with the very first Glory Be to Thee.

My only care my language with the very first Glddg to
Thee!

There laurel and palm leaves

censer and incense

blessing the swords and muskets.

On soil spread with vine-scarves,

the smell of roasting lamb, Easter eggs cracking,

and "Christ is Risen,"

with the first salvos of the Greeks.

Secret loves with the first words of the Hymn.

My only care my language with the first words ok th
Hymn!



