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Upcoming Events

Cultural Heritage, Human Rights, and
Community Sustainability: Turkey’s
Weaponization of Cultural Heritage Against
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and Greek
Orthodox Community.

On Sunday, December 10, 2023, at 3:00 pm, Hellenic Link—
Midwest will present Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou in a talk
titled: "Cultural Heritage, Human Rights, and Community
Sustainability: Turkey’s Weaponization of Cultural Heritage
Against the Ecumenical Patriarchate and Greek Orthodox
Community." The event will take place at 3 pm at the Four
Points by Sheraton Hotel, 10249 West Irving Park Road at
Schiller Park (southeast corner of Irving Park Road and
Mannheim Road). This lecture is supported by the Hellenic
Foundation, Chicago.

The twin events of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the
centennial of the establishment of the Republic of Turkey
provide an opportune, urgent moment for considering the
application of a universal human rights framework to cultural
heritage protections, most especially with regard to the
sustainability of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Greek
Orthodoxy community of Turkey (EPGOCT). Although a
broad range of international human rights instruments has
been developed to address the original deficits in the UDHR
regarding the linkages between cultural heritage protection
and the sustainability of religious, ethnic, and linguistic
minority populations, the Turkish state has architected a
cultural heritage policy towards the EPGOCT that functions
as a multi-purpose weapon—appropriation, expropriation,
erasure, destruction—deployed towards the goal of national
homogenization and unsustainability of the EPGOCT. This
talk will introduce the linkages between university human
rights, cultural heritage rights, and minority communities as
a framework for analyzing Turkey’s use of cultural heritage
policy towards the EPGCOT over the past century. | explore
Turkey’s “Haghia Sophia fetish” as part of the broader set of
tools targeting the tangible and intangible heritage of the
EPGOCT, and | suggest that the case of the EPGOCT is
paradigmatic and consequential for understanding the
vulnerability of the country’s other minority communities. I
close with some suggestions for efficacious action that
combines the work of diplomats, heritage experts, and
human rights practitioners, that improves the agency of the
EPGOCT, towards improved outcomes in this case and
comparative cases.

Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou is Visiting Professor in the
International Studies Program at Boston College, and an
affiliated faculty member of the Islamic Civilizations and
Societies Program as well as the Boisi Center for Relgion and
American Public Life. Her research interests and policy work
focus on the intersections of geopolitics, religion, and human
rights, with particular focus on the Eastern Mediterranean
and Middle East. Prodromou served a diplomatic
appointment on the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom (2004-2012), and she was a member of
the U.S. Secretary of State’s Religion & Foreign Policy
Working Group (2011-2015). She is co-editor of two
volumes— Eastern Orthodox Christianity and American
Higher  Education:  Theological, Historical, and
Contemporary Reflections, and Thinking through Faith:
Perspectives from Orthodox Christian Scholars—and
multiple book chapters, and is widely published in academic
journals such as Journal of World Christianity, Journal of
Democracy, Journal of the American Academy of Religion,
Orbis, and Survival.

She sits on the editorial board of The Review of Faith &
International Affairs and The Journal of World Christianity,
and Co-Chairs the Orthodoxy, Politics, and International
Relations Group of the International Orthodox Theological
Association. Her policy and practitioner appointments
include the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia Center (Non-Resident
Senior Fellow), Religions for Peace (Co-President), and the
Freedom of Religion or Belief Women’s Alliance (Alliance
Advisor). She was a member of the delegation of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate to the Holy and Great Council at
Crete in 2016.

Her current research focuses on two areas: religious
geopolitics and typologies of power, with a case study of
Russian influence-building through religious soft and sharp
power; and, the effects of cultural heritage policy on
institutional religious freedom and religious pluralism, with
comparative case studies from the Near East.

Prodromou has taught at The Fletcher School at Tufts
University, where she was the founding faculty director of
the Initiative on Religion, Law, and Diplomacy; at Boston
University; Princeton University; and, as an invited flying
faculty member, at the College of Europe (Natolin campus).
She earned a Ph.D. and an S.M. in political science from
MIT, an M.A.L.D. from The Fletcher School at Tufts
University, and a B.A. in history and international relations
from Tufts University, where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa
and summa cum laude.
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In Brief
The Greek Economy in 2023

Last October, European Central Bank (ECB) President
Christine Lagarde praised the return of Greece’s economy to
health and the resilience of the Greeks following the county’s
debt crisis more than ten years ago.

She said: “The people of Greece have been on a long
journey. It has been a hard journey. But they never lost sight
of the destination. And much has been gained along the way.
As we all know, the crisis that erupted in 2009 and the
program of fiscal adjustment and structural reforms it
entailed took an exceptionally heavy toll.”

Lagarde said that after the fiscal adjustment Greece was
obliged to make because of the debt crisis, in 2020 its
economy contracted by an additional 9% because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. “Yet, despite this succession of
setbacks, the country’s resilience has been remarkable.
Thanks to the hard work that has been done to make the
economy more flexible, Greece has made an impressive
comeback from the pandemic... But it is not only the
economy that has been resilient , it is also the Greek people.
There were times when they could have chosen a different
path. Yet they have remained committed to being at the heart
of Europe, even in the hardest of times.”

Last October, Standard & Poor’s granted the country an
investment grade rating for the first time after the economic
crisis. It said “This upgrade is a victory for the Greek
economy, which is moving forward despite a broader
environment of successive global crises.”

According to Moody’s, despite the fact that in absolute terms
the Greek debt remains high, its sustainability is particularly
strong. The “consolidation” of its downward trajectory
supports the continuation of the upward trajectory of the
country’s assessment, and the market has rewarded it. Greek
bond yields are “beating” Italian bond yields for a long time,
and the next targets, which are Spanish and Portuguese
yields, are looking more and more attainable.

While Greek debt stood at around 206% of GDP in 2020, is
expected to decline this year to around 160% of GDP and
further by 9 percentage points in 2024. According to
Moody’s, between 2023 and 2030 Greece will also register a
world record reduction in the debt ratio, by 26 percentage
points, with Portugal second with a 15% drop and the UK
third with a 6% drop, while countries such as France (+6%)
and the US (+12%) will see their debt ratios increase in the
next decade.

Moody’s noted that Greece’s “average debt interest rate
moves to just 1.5% compared to 4.5% in 2011 and the
weighted average duration is approximately 20 years,
compared to 6.3 years in 2011.” Consequently, interest
payments as a share of government revenue will remain low
for a long time, even after taking into account the fiscal
impact of the pandemic, monetary tightening by the ECB and
the subsequent rise in yields. Also, according to Moody’s,
the manageability of Greece’s debt will remain stronger than
Italy’s. At 3.9%, the yield on the Greek 10-year bond is close

to the lowest historically recorded levels compared to its
Italian peer (at 4.55% currently).

According to the International Monetary Fund, Greece’s
economy is expected to expand by 2.5% this year due to
strong domestic demand, investments and EU funds. Growth
will slow down to 2.0% next year. According to Eurostat, at
2.4%, in September 2023, Greece had the fourth lowest
inflation rate in the European Union.

However, inflation in food prices is very high. In September,
on an annual basis reached 9.6%, the 12th highest among the
EU member states. Prices of cheese, rice and olive oil
recorded double-digit hikes, and are also among the highest
at the EU level. According to Eurostat, in September 2023
prices of cheese products had gone up by 12.8% compared
to September 20223—the fourth largest increase in the EU.
The price of olive oil increased by 28.8%.

Eurostat estimated that in Greece inflation rose in October to
3.9%—the highest in the Eurozone and mainly attributed to
food price hikes after a few weeks of natural disasters that
mainly struck central Greece. At the same time, inflation in
the eurozone, at 2.9 percent, was at its lowest level in the last
two years strengthening hopes that the European Central
Bank will not raise interest rates further.

To protect consumers from excessive profits during the
inflation crisis, last July, Greece passed a law that caps gross
profits for a broad range of key consumer goods and services
—mostly in the food and health sectors—until the end of
2023. The law stipulates that the gross profit per unit cannot
exceed that from before December 31, 2021.

In November 2023, Greek authorities announced fines
totaling 1.67 million euros on the local branches of two US-
based health care and consumer products giants for breaches
of the profit cap law. Johnson & Johnson Hellas was fined 1
million euros and Colgate-Palmolive Hellas 672,000 euros.

Development Minister Costas Skrekas said that fighting
high prices was “a top government priority,” and promised
constant market checks to ensure the profit cap is
implemented. {Source: Greek newspaper Ekathimerini]

From Our History

Excerpts from the monumental work of the
Byzantine historian, Speros Vryonis:

“The Decline of Medieval Hellenism in Asia
Minor and the Process of Islamization from
the Eleventh through the Fifteenth Century”

POLITICAL AND MILITARY COLLAPSE

Events Leading to Manzikert — Byzantine
Developments (1025-71)
(Continuation from the previous issue)

Internal

The bureaucrats, in a sense at the mercy of the generals when
it came to military affairs, defended themselves by
embarking upon the dismantling of the military apparatus.
This included the dismissal of competent generals, in some
cases the dissolution of entire military corps, but above all
the cutting off of financial support of the local, indigenous



troops forming the thematic levies, who were fast being
replaced by foreign mercenaries. This overall policy
becomes clearly apparent with Constantine 1XX Monomachus
during whose reign the prize moneys of the soldiers and
revenues that were ostensibly marked for military
expeditions were diverted to the use of others, without
benefit to the state. He converted the army of the province of
Iberia, 50,000 strong and crucial for the defense against the
Seljuks, from a body that owed military service, into a
taxpaying community. The transformation of the army into a
taxpaying unit not only deprived the area of its defense but
also caused many of the inhabitants to go over to the Seljuks.
Thus, at one blow a key province in the defense of Asia
Minor was deprived of its military strength during the period
when the Seljuks appeared on the eastern borders. With the
gradual dissolution of the provincial, indigenous armies, the
emperors began to rely increasingly upon foreign
mercenaries. It is true that mercenary troops had always been
employed in the past by the emperors, but thematic levies
had been more important. Now the mercenaries would
replace the Byzantine soldiery that was of primary
importance, and the empire's armies came to be characterized
more and more by the presence of these mercenary troops
that included a bewildering ethnic array—Normans, English,
Russians, Georgians, Alans, Armenians, Patzinaks, Turks,
Arabs, and other foreign groups.

By the reign of Constantine X Ducas the depletion of the
local levies and the reliance upon foreign mercenaries was to
become nearly complete. Constantine ruled through the
foremost representatives of the bureaucratic element, the
university professors Psellus and Xiphilenus, the former in
charge of the administration and the latter in charge of the
church. At the end of his reign, the destruction of the armies
by the bureaucrats, which was already under way during the
reign of Constantine IX, had gone so far that the provincial
forces were no longer feared either by the civil element of
the capital or, more ominously, by the Seljuks, Patzinaks,
Uzes, and Normans on the borders. This antimilitary policy
of the bureaucrats was continued in all its vigor even after
the battle of Manzikert, when it was obvious to all that the
army was the most important factor in the survival of the
empire. The accession of Michael VII Ducas to the throne
(1071), a scion of the leading bureaucratic family and the
pupil of Psellus, was most unfortunate in this respect. For he
busied himself continuously with the useless and unending
study of eloguence and with the composition of iambics and
anapests; moreover he was not proficient in this art, but being
deceived and beguiled by the consul of the philosophers
[Psellus], he destroyed the whole world, so to speak.

With the crippling of the native military strength, the
increased reliance upon the services of foreign troops
brought a double liability: questionable loyalty, and far
greater financial expense. The numbers of mercenary troops,
if one can judge by the information that the sources relate in
connection with the revolt of Isaac Comnenus in 1057, was
not insignificant. Of the troops collected on the northeastern
frontier by Catacolon Cecaumenus in this year, there were

two tagmata of Franks, one tagma of Russians, and only two
tagmata of Chaldians and Coloneians. In other words, three-
fifths of these were foreign mercenaries, as were also the
Armenian levies of Sebasteia, Melitene, and Tephrice. There
were enough Normans in Anatolia by the reign of Michael
VII so that the Armenian rebel Philaretus Brachamius was
able to enlist the services of 8,000. When Alexius Comnenus
set out to halt the advance of Nicephorus Bryennius, he had
in addition to his Norman troops, 2,000 Turks from Anatolia.
Nicephorus Palaeologus was sent to the Caucasus where he
raised 6,000 Alans with which he was supposed to suppress
the rebellion of Roussel, and Roussel himself had perhaps
something like 3,000 Normans in his service. Although it is
impossible to obtain anything like exact figures of the
mercenaries, and even though some of the figures often
reproduced may be exaggerated, they indicate that by the
mid-eleventh century mercenaries had replaced or
supplemented the indigenous troops of the Byzantine armies.
The presence and activities of these mercenaries in eleventh-
century Anatolia were to play a prominent role in the
Byzantine collapse. As their only bond of loyalty to the
empire was based on their salaries, any financial difficulties
of the state which might delay or lessen these financial
rewards would of course break the slender bond that held
them to the empire. In 1057 the Norman chief Herve
Frankopoulus, dissatisfied at not having obtained a
promotion, retired to the theme of Armeniacon and deserted
to the Turk Samuh who was then raiding the eastern borders.
In 1063, after having returned to the services of the emperor,
he betrayed the Byzantine commander of Edessa to the
enemy for which deed he was summoned to Constantinople
and drowned in the Bosphorus. Herve is only one example
from many that would appear as events progressed. This
pattern of mercenary disloyalty, rebellion, and ravaging of
the very provinces that they had been hired to defend
becomes a singularly constant theme in these bleak years of
the empire's history.

Finally, the strife of bureaucrats and generals resulted in the
summoning of Turkish invaders, each side bidding highly for
the favor of Turkish chiefs and generals and for the services
of their troops. On each occasion that the two factions
prepared for military action, victory usually depended on
success in acquiring the services of the Turkish chieftains.
This pattern, however, did not come to prevail until after the
battle of Manzikert.

The single most fateful development leading to the defeat of
Byzantium in Anatolia was, then, this vicious contest for
political power between the bureaucrats and the generals,
consuming as it did the energies of the state in a destructive
manner at a time when the external pressures were becoming
dangerous. It resulted in the studied and intentional neglect
of the indigenous armies and in the reliance upon expensive
and less reliable mercenary bodies. These latter, because of
their lack of loyalty and because of tardiness in their
payment, did not hesitate to plunder and ravage the very
lands that they had been hired to defend, or even to desert to
the Turks. (To be continued)



From the Riches of Our Cultural Heritage
Poetry by Odysseas Elytis
From Axion Esti

Tn yAdooa pov dmoay EAANVIKA
TO OTHTL PTOYIKO OTIG AUUOVIEC TOL Ounpov.

Movayn £yvola 1 YA®GGO oL GTIG ApoVdES Tov Ounpov.

Exel ondpot ko mépkeg

OVELOOAPTO, PTLOTOL

PELLLOTO TPACIVOL LEG OTO YOAGLI0L

0ca glda ota omAdyva LoV v’ avéfovve

opovyydpla, LESOVCEC

UE TO TPDTO, AOY10L TV ZEPNVOV

OGTpOKa POSIVAL LE TO TPMTO Padpa. piym.

Movéyn éyvola 1 YAOGGO OV, LE TO TPOTH Hodpa piyn.
Exel podia, kudmvia

Oeol peloypvoi, Ogiot ki e&dderpot

70 AAdL 00€18LoVTaG PeS GTO TEADPL KLOVTTLOL

KoL TVOEG 0o TN pEUATIE EVMAALOVTOG

Avyopld Kot oyivo

ondpto ko mmepdpiio

LLE TO, TPOTO, TUTICUATU TOV CTIVOV

YOAU®OieC YAVKEC e Ta TPMTO TPAOTH AdEn Zot.
Movayn éyvola 1 YA®GGO Lov, e To TpdTa, TpMdTo AdEn
o

Exel ddopveg ko Baya

Bouiatd kol Mpavicpa

TIG TAAEG ELAOYDVTOG KOl TAL KaptoPilia.

270 YOUO TO GTPOUEVO UE T OUTEAOUAVTIAQ

kviceg, ToovyKpiopato

Kol Xp1otog Avéon

LE T TPp®OTO SUIdpa TV EAAvov.

AyAmec LWOGTIKEC UE TO, TPMTO, AOYL0. TOL Y Uvov.
Movdyn éyvola 1 YA®GGO, LoV, UE T TPMTA, AGY10, TOV
Y uvov!

210V A0 TO GTOUA LoV aKOUTN Kol 68 OVOUALE
Podvo veoyvo otk Tpdtrn dpocid

Kt amo6 t6te cov mAdOe Pabid ota yapdpoto

Tn ypopun TV MGV Kol TOV KAmvo Tng KOUNG
Tnv apBpmon cov ‘dve kot To AAUd0 T0 EYILoV
Tnv aépvn dopoartn mepmatnéid

Kt o’ v 10w ekeivn otiypn péoa pov avoiyovtag
Ayvootn LUAOKT QOLd KL AGTPO TTOLALE

Ytov abépa epilovtag  avéPnkay Kt évimoa,

[og Yo oéva T aipoata yio 6é€va ta daKpua

2T0VG OUMVEG TO TOAEUN TO QPLYTO KOL TO VIEPOYO

H caynvn v 6éva kot 1 opopoia

210, TVELGTA TV SEVIP®V Kol KPOHOVTOG O TLUPPiylog
Aodpota kKo omabud va Aeg dkovsa Ech

MvyoTikd TpooTdypata Kot topdevoPimta

Me v ékhapymn Tpdovev acTépOv AdyLo

Kot téve on’ v dfvcco aimpoldpevn yvopica
TOY ZITA®IOY XOY THN KOWYH THN TPOMEPH!

"Eva to xeA1d6vt ki 1 Avoién axpipn

I"oa va yopicet o0 NAog BéAel dovAerd ToAAN
®élel vekpol yAddec va ‘var otovg Tpoyovg
®élet k1 o1 {mvtavoi va, ditvouv To aipa Tovg.

O¢ pov [lpotopdotopa W’ €xticeg pésa oo fouva
®¢ pov Ipotopdotopa P’ ékAeloeg peg ot BdAacca!

[MépOnrev and Mdayovg to odpo Tov Mayton
To’ youve Bayel 6° éva. v TOV TEAXYOV
2’ éva Babd anydot to ‘youve KAEIGTO
Mvupioe t0 6KOTA Ot KL OAN 1| APvoco.

®¢ pov [pmtopdotopa PHEGH 0TI TAGYOAMES Kol XV
®¢ pov [pwtopdotopa popioeg v Avactaon!

ZaAeye Gav TO OTEPLLO OE UNTPU CKOTELVN|

To @oPepd g pviApng €vopo peg otn 1M
Kt 6mwg daykdver apdyvn 6dykwoe To omg

"Elopyav ot yiohol ki 6Ao To TEAMYOG.

®¢ pov [pmtopdotopa W’ ELMGES TIG AKPOYIUALEG
®¢ pov [pmtopdostopa ota fovvd pe Bepéhmosg

Ta Bgpélid pov ota fouva

Kot To fouvd GNKOVOLV 01 A00i GTOV MU0 TOVG

KO TTAVE® TOLG 1) ViU Kadet

dxovtn Parog.

Mviun tov Aaov pov og Aéve Ilivoo kot og Aéve ABw.
Tapaletor o kopdg

KL o’ o Toow TIG UEPEC KpeUAleL

00€14LoVTaG LE TATAYO TO 0GTA TV TATEVOUEV®V.
[Motot, g, woTE avéPnKkav v Gfvoco;

IToteg, mowmdV, OGOV 01 GTPUTIEG;

T’ ovpavod 10 Tpdsmmo yupilet Kt o1 gxBpoi pov Epuyav
poKpidL.

Mviun tov Aaov pov og Aéve Ilivoo kot o Aéve Abw.
Ecb povn o’ m otépva tov dvtpa yvaopilelg

Ecb povn am’ v k6w g métpog PGS

Eov v 6yn tov ayiov o&bvelg

Kl €00 GTOV VEPOV TMV 1OV®V TNV AKpM GOPELS
TAGYOAMAY avacTdolun!

Ayyileic to vou pov kat wovei o Bpépoc g Avoléng!
Twpelg 1o ¥épt pov Kal oto oKOTN Aevkaiverta!
[évta Tavta Tepvdg T OTIA Yo VO QTAGELG TN AAYT).
[Tavta Tavto T Adpymn mepvig

Yo Voo OTAoELS YNAd T fouvd Ta 1ovodosa.

Opog 1t ta Pouvd; [otog kan T1 6T fovvd;

Ta Ogpéiid pov ota fovva

KoL To. BOVVE GTKMOVOLY 01 A0OT GTOV MO TOVG

KOl TTAVE® TOVG 1) LWV Kadet

dxovtn patoc!



