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Upcoming Events

Chicago Greeks at the Turn of the 20th
Century

On Sunday, October 22, 2023, at 3:00 pm Central Time,
Hellenic Link—Midwest will present Dr. Michael Davros in
a talk titled: “Chicago Greeks at the Turn of the 20th
Century.” The event will be held at the lecture hall of the
Holy Taxiarchai and Saint Haralambos Greek Orthodox
Church, 7373 N Caldwell Ave, Niles, Illinois.

Dr. Davros will present archival research on Greeks from
their early arrival in the city of Chicago. Greeks played a
significant role in rebuilding the city after the Chicago Fire,
yet confronted many of the same acculturation difficulties
faced by all immigrants at the turn of the 20th century.
Greeks not only participated in the rebuilding of the city, but
established a firm basis for cultural participation in their own
community and in Chicago with the establishment of
educational institutions, businesses, and churches which
helped to promote and maintain Hellenic culture. Many
Greek immigrants faced prejudice and discrimination, but
managed not only to survive but thrive despite disruptions of
their communities. The lecture will also turn to focus on
problems associated with the displacement of Greektown by
the relocation efforts of Mayor Richard J. Daley to situate the
University of Illinois at Chicago in its current campus.

Dr. Michael G. Davros, teaches in the Departments of
English, at Northeastern Illinois University, and as an
adjunct at Oakton Community College. As Honors Program
Professor at Northeastern, he has taken students on Field
Study tours to many locations in Greece. He has lectured
throughout the United States, in Greece, and in India on
diverse topics in Greek American and African American
literature. As author of the photohistory Greeks in Chicago,
Davros worked with Alice Kopan and Steve Frangos to
memorialize many of the photographs of DePaul University
Professor Andrew Kopan. In his courses, he teaches the
literature of conflict and features Greek-American authors as
well as other ethnic authors. Davros holds degrees from
Tulane University, Louisiana State University and a
doctorate degree from the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Konstantinos Paparrigopoulos and the Early
Byzantine Empire

On Sunday, November 12, 2023, at 3:00 pm Central Time,
Hellenic Link—Midwest will present Professor Young Kim in
a talk titled: “Konstantinos Paparrigopoulos and the Early

Byzantine Empire.” The event will be held at the lecture hall
of the Holy Taxiarchai and Saint Haralambos Greek
Orthodox Church, 7373 N Caldwell Ave, Niles, Illinois.

Konstantinos  Paparrigopoulos  (1815-91) was the
“Herodotus” of Modern Greece, and his monumental History
of the Hellenic Nation offered a grand narrative of Greek
history from antiquity to his own day. Paparrigopoulos
challenged the view prevalent among European intellectuals
in the nineteenth century, of a discontinuity between the
Greeks of the classical world and those of the modern Greek
state. According to this “Enlightened” perspective, between
the inspired giants of Pericles and Plato, and the backward
peasants of the fledgling nation, stood the behemoth of
Byzantium, a state burdened by decadence and superstitious
religiosity. Paparrigopoulos was among a handful of Greek
intellectuals who thought otherwise, and he told a story of
continuity, of an unbroken but ever-evolving Hellenism.
This lecture considers how Paparrigopoulos thought about
key moments in the early Byzantine Empire and how he
(re)interpreted them as part of the larger story of the Greek
people.

Dr. Young Richard Kim is Associate Professor and Head of
the Classics and Mediterranean Studies Department at the
University of Illinois at Chicago. He is a historian of the
ancient Mediterranean world, with a focus on late ancient
Christianity, early Byzantium, and the history of Cyprus.
Prior to his position at UIC, Dr. Kim worked as the Director
of Educational Programs at the Onassis Foundation USA.

In Brief

The Perennial Problem of Illegal Construction
and Occupation of Public Spaces in Greece

On August 18, 2023, The Greek Newspaper Ekathimerini
reported that during raids carried out by the competent
authorities in Mykonos, Paros and Rhodes, police have made
22 further arrests for the violation of regulations on
occupying public spaces on beaches. During the raids,
inspectors found loungers and umbrellas that had no permits
or were within five meters of the shoreline, and spaces being
used that fall under archaeological protection legislation.

In Mykonos, a company representative and 17 other people
were arrested after they were found working on the
installation of a metal platform, covering 380 square meters,
on a beach without a permit.
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In Paros, a business owner was arrested for placing 206 sets
of loungers and umbrellas along a beach without a permit, as
was the manager of tourist accommodation who had erected
12 umbrellas, 24 sunbeds, and a wooden gazebo on a beach
without a permit.

In Rhodes, a store manager was arrested for erecting 136
umbrellas and 272 sunbeds, some within five meters of the
shoreline, which prevented the public from freely accessing
the sea. Inspectors also found that 220 tables and chairs, as
well as fixed wooden structures, had also been placed in the
area without the required permits and approval of the
competent archaeological directorate.

On August 10, 2023, Ekathimerini reported that after the
departure from Naxos of a Cyclades Property Service team,
businesses on the iconic beaches of Plaka, Agia Anna, Agios
Prokopios and Agios Georgios started again to reposition
sunbeds, umbrellas and assorted beach furniture, occupying
most of the coast.

The social media page of the “Save Naxos Beaches”
movement was filled with incriminating photos. Georgia
Papadopoulou, a visitor of Naxos said: “[On Tuesday] at
about 1 a.m. we were walking along Plaka beach and we saw
people with drills screwing the umbrellas into place. In the
sunlight, work was continuing as normal.”

The Finance Ministry has intensified inspections on Greek
island beaches, and in a recent statement said that since July
21, 918 businesses had been inspected throughout the
country (178 in the lonian Sea, 110 in the Cyclades, 85 on
Crete, 35 in Halkidiki). A total of 336 violations were found
concerning occupation of land beyond the leased area and in
some cases occupation of the seashore without a lease.

On June 30,2023, Ekathimerini reported that in Rhodes,
dozens of beach bars continue to do brisk business this
summer despite  blatantly trespassing on public,
environmentally sensitive and/or archaeologically protected
land while demolition orders for unlicensed structures sit in
the drawers at various public services.

Judicial investigations are under way for many of these
violations. Kathimerini understands that their completion is
frozen at the Police Department of Public Property, which
should have forwarded the case files to a prosecutor months
ago. The delay is raising questions about the potential role of
certain state officials.

Rhodes’ land zoning service blames the delays in shutting
down the illegal beach bars on the municipality and the
failure to demolish them on the Decentralized
Administration of the Aegean, which, in turn, claims it does
not have the staff or equipment to respond in a timely
manner.

On November 18, 2022, Ekathimerini reported that Greece’s
highest administrative court gave to the Municipality of
Athens a deadline of three months to seek the removal of the
top two floors of a controversial hotel in the central Athens

district of Makriyianni, at the foot of Acropolis. Following a
public protest campaign by local residents and backed by
Europe’s federation for the protection of cultural heritage
Europe Nostra , two and a half years ago the Council of State
ruled that the building’s construction permit was void as it
lacked the necessary permits from the Ministry of Culture.

In a subsequent ruling, the court’s compliance council said
Athens Municipality must take steps to have the two flours
removed, and it would return to the matter on February 14,
2023.

The 10-floor Coco-Mat Athens BC, which at 33 meters
exceeds the maximum building height allowed in the area by
9 meters, has been operating since 2019.

According to Greek Travel Pages, on July 12, 2023,
Greece’s Tourism Ministry said that it would be shutting
down Coco-Mat Athens BC hotel after it was found to be in
violation of building and zoning laws. Meanwhile the owner
of the hotel said that an Athens Administrative Court of
Appeal has ordered the suspension of both the autopsy report
and the fines for the two floors under investigation.

A 2009 article by Ekathimerini stated that according to
research by Kathimerini, of some 25 million buildings in
Greece, 10 percent are totally illegal, while 90 percent of the
remainder have been extended or embellished in some way
that is also unlawful. In many cases, owners with permits for
private homes build nightclubs or other businesses. In one
such building in the coastal resort of Voula, town planning
officials carried out inspections in 2004 and the owner was
handed a hefty fine. But no action was subsequently taken to
demolish the building and the business is still operating.
According to reports compiled by public administration
inspectors, the country’s 173 town planning offices are
among the most inefficient and corrupt state services.

From Our History

Excerpts from the monumental work of the
Byzantine historian, Speros Vryonis:

“The Decline of Medieval Hellenism in Asia
Minor and the Process of Islamization from
the Eleventh through the Fifteenth Century”

POLITICAL AND MILITARY COLLAPSE”
Events Leading to Manzikert
BYZANTINE INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS (1025-71)

(Continuation from the previous issue)

The generals consisted of the landed magnates in the
provinces, who served as the leaders of the armies levied in
Anatolia and the Balkans. Often these aristocrats belonged to
families with centuries-long military traditions while others
had arisen more recently, during the wars of Basil Il or even
later. In any case, these aristocrats were characterized by
their possession of great landed estates and by a virtual
monopoly of the generalships of the provincial armies. The
families of Phocas, Sclerus, Maleinus, Comnenus,
Melissenus, and others, dominate both the agrarian and
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military history of Byzantium. By virtue of this
combination—great  landed  wealth and  military
prominence—the provincial aristocrats were an inordinately
powerful and ambitious social group. It was this power of the
provinces which eventually corroded and in effect destroyed
centralized government in Byzantium and in this sense
constituted a "feudalizing™ element.

The political ambitions of the provincial generals had already
threatened to exceed all bounds in the tenth century, but
fortunately Nicephorus Phocas and John Tzimisces, though
of this social class, were able as emperors to exercise a
restraining hand on the political activities of the generals. In
the early years of the reign of Basil Il, however, the generals
plunged the empire into a long civil war that almost
succeeded in removing the Macedonian dynasty and in
dividing the empire. Thanks to the appearance of the grim
Basil, the disrupting violence of the provincial aristocracy
was temporarily bridled by policies of persecution which
entailed discriminatory legislation, confiscation of their great
landed estates, and exile. As a result of Basil's successful
opposition to the political designs of the generals, the
bureaucrats were able to keep the generals from political
power for thirty-two years after the death of Basil 11 (1025—
57).

During the course of these thirty-two years, the heads of the
bureaucratic group, most important of whom were John
Orphanotrophus and Constantine IX Monomachus, waged a
constant war against the ambitions of the generals. The fact
that Constantine VI1II had died in 1028 leaving no heir save
his three daughters added fuel to the struggle, and thus the
contest between bureaucrats and generals centered on the
question of succession. The bureaucrats attempted,
successfully, to find a "bureaucrat” husband for the
unfortunate empress Zoe, one who would be subordinate and
obedient to those bureaucrats promoting him. On the other
hand members of the military class also appeared as
candidates; but because of the tight hold that the bureaucrats
had on the central apparatus of administration in
Constantinople, they succeeded in promoting to the position
of power men who were in sympathy with the bureaucrats.
The only recourse that the generals had in this struggle for
political power was the provincial armies. During this thirty-
two year period of civilian preponderance in the capital, the
sources record thirty major rebellions, or about one every
year, and the list of the generals who were exiled, executed,
or blinded is a long and monotonous one. Rebellion became
such a commonplace occurrence that the shrewd general
Cecaumenus included in his Strategicon a chapter on the
conduct of a prudent man during the outbreak of rebellions.
As the program of the bureaucrats called for the elevation to
the throne of men who would be primarily obedient to the
bureaucrats, obedience alone came to be the criterion of
selection with the consequence that there was a series of
husband-emperors of little ability and with no worthy
conception of the duties of such an august office. The
Byzantine state had the evil fate of experiencing as its rulers
(from 1028 to 1057) emperors of the lowest caliber, for the

most part ill, old, or dominated by women and the eunuchs,
and concerned only with enjoying the pleasures of their
office.

In 1057 the generals were able to win their first victory in the
struggle with the bureaucrats when the Anatolian general
Isaac Comnenus revolted. Aided by other Anatolian
magnates (most important of whom were Sclerus, Bourtzes,
Botaniates, Argyrus, and Cecaumenus), he brought the
military forces of Anatolia against Constantinople. In spite
of this impressive show of force, it is highly doubtful that the
generals would have succeeded had it not been for other
factors. Within the capital itself the patriarch and the guilds
had sided with the generals, and of equal importance was the
split in the ranks of the bureaucrats, which saw the Ducas
family temporarily abandon the bureaucrats and join the
generals. As the generals had been able to win only with the
aid of other social groups, their victory was not complete and
so their enjoyment of the political fruits was correspondingly
incomplete. Upon the illness of lIsaac in 1059, the
representatives of the bureaucratic party, Psellus and
Constantine Ducas, seized power and the generals were once
more excluded. By 1067 a military reaction and another split
in the ranks of the bureaucrats once more brought an Asia
Minor general Romanus IV Diogenes to the throne. But the
reign of Romanus was hamstrung, as had been that of Isaac,
by the incomplete victory of the generals and by the
persistence of the leading bureaucrats (Psellus and John
Ducas) in the government. The results of this military-civil
hatred were disastrous for the state. From the death of Basil
I1in 1025 down to the fateful battle of Manzikert, Byzantine
society lay in the convulsive throes of civil strife between
administrators and soldiers. Other segments of society, the
church and the guilds in the capital, had also been drawn into
the power struggle, first on one side then on the other.

The contest was characterized by a feature that usually marks
all such political struggles: the determination to attain
political power at all costs and in spite of all consequences.
Obviously the principal weapons in the hands of the generals
were the armies stationed in the provinces and so when the
generals rebelled in the east or the west, all the armies of
Anatolia or the Balkans would be mustered and then directed
toward the capital city of the empire.

It was in this manner, when Isaac Comnenus | rebelled in
1057, that Anatolia was denuded of its military defenses for
reasons of political interest.4 And in 1047-48 during the
rebellion of Tornices, the western armies were commanded
to march on Constantinople, leaving much of the Balkans
bare of troops. In this case the eastern borders were also
stripped in order to bring troops to defend Constantinople
against the armies of Tornices. The generals were determined
to use this, their only weapon, in the struggle with the
bureaucrats. In so doing, however, they were simultaneously
baring the frontiers in the face of growing enemy pressures
and destroying these forces by pitting the armies of Anatolia
against those of the Balkans.

(To be continued)



From the Riches of Our Cultural Heritage
Poetry by Odysseas Elytis

From Axion Esti

AYTOZ o x6G10G 0 PiKpog, o péyac!

AAAA TIPIN axoboo ayépa 1 LOLGIKN

7oV Kwvovoa o€ EAyvovto va Bym

(mav amépavtn KOKKIVN Gppo avéava

pe ™ @Tépva. pov ofmvovtag v lotopia)

néAeva to oeviovie, Htav ovtd mov yopeva

Kol 0Bmo Kot pryniod oV OUTEADVOS

Kot Badv kat aydpoyo cov 1 GAAN 6ym 7 ovpovov
Kdatt Alyo yoyng pésa gotnv dpytho

Toére eine kot yevvnOnkev 1 6dhacca

Ko eida kot Gavpoaca

Kot 6t péon g éomeipe KOGHOLG UIKPOHG KOT™ E1KOVOL
KOl OpOimoN| Hov:

‘Inmot métpvol e ™ yoitn opbn

KoL YOAVIOL OUQOPEIC

Kot A0EEG SEAQIVIDV paYEC

N Tog n Zikwvog n Zéprpog n Mnrog

«Kabe AEEN kL amd ‘va yeMdovi

Y0 VoL GOV QEPVEL TNV Gvolén péoa 6to BEpogy eime
«Kot moAAé ta MddevTpa

OV VO KPNGAPOLY GTO. XEPLOL TOVG TO MG

Kl EAQPPO V' ATAMVETAL GTOV VIIVO GOV

Kot oAAG To ikl

7OV VO UV Ta. VimOelg

OMMG O& VIMOEIS TO COUYLO GTO YEPL GOV

oAAG Alyo To vEPO

Yo vaL To “xelg ®ed Kot va, KaTt€Els TL onuaivel o Adyog Tov
KoL TO OEVTPO LOVAYO TOV

Y ®pic KOTAdL

Y10 VOL TO KAVELS PIA0 GOV

Kot vo yvopilelg T akpio tov T Gvoua

@TEVO GTO TTOSLA GOV TO YD

Yo VoL unv €xElg Tov v’ ankmaoelg pia

Kot vo Tpafac Tov Pdbovg oAoéva

KoL TAOTOC ETEVOL 0 0VPavHS

v vo, S1aBalelc udvog cov TNV amEPAVTOSHVI

AYTOZX o k660G 0 PIKpOG, 0 péyac!

«KAI TON KOXMO AYTON oavdykn va tov PAETELS Kot
va Tov AoPaivelo»

eine: «Koita&e!» Kot ta pdrio pov €pi&av tn omopd
ypnyopdTEPQ TPEXOVTOG KL altd Ppoyn

TO YUMASEC OTTATITO, GTPEUUOTO,

Xrifeg piCo peg 610 0KOTOG MAVOVTOG KOl VEPDOV AEaPVmV
TOOKEG

H ouyn mov ekyépowva yio v’ amobéocm

Yovoug eOOYY®V Kot ¥pNouUdV VTP ¥PVCE.

To Ewdpt axdun peg oTo ¥EPLoL LLOV

T0, peyaha €ida kovtomoda eutd, yopilovtag 10 TpOCWTO
GAAa VAOK®OVTOG GAAa Bydlovtog T YADGoW:

Noa to omoapdyyt va o ptidg

VO TO GYOLPO TEPGELOLO

70 tlevtleOAAL Kot TO TEAAPYOVL

0 GTVPVOC Kol TO papado

O kpveég ovALaPEg dmov Taoyla TNV TaVTOTNTA LoV vV’
apBphom

«Ebye» pov gime «koat avayvoon yvopilelg

KoL TOAAG, LEALEL va. pLabetg

av 10 Aonuovto euPfabiovelg

Kot pia pépa Ba, ‘pBet fonbovc v’ amoktoEelg
®uunocov:

oV ayyEnoyo ZEQupo

T0 gpePfokTdVo pHOL

TO PAEYOUEVO OKVTOS PIALOY

Kot 0 Adyog tov xabnke cov vmotd

H opa evvid ytomnoe mépdika ) Pabid kopdid g
EVOOVIOG

oAANAEYYLO GTAONKOY TO OTiTIOL

KOl WKPEL Ko TETPAYmVOL

ue Koudpo AeVK Kot AOLAOKL TOPTOPVAAO
Kdéto on’ v kAnpotaptd

mpeg ekel péuPaca

UE UIKpa pukpd Titiicpoto

KOOGLOVG, TPUOUOVE, TO LOKPIVO KOUKOVPIG UL
Na 1o mmivi va 1o Aedéxt

V0, TO YDPTOTOVAL

0 VOYTOTATNG Kol 1) VEPOKOTOL

NTOV Kol 0 UTOUTIPOC EKEL

Kol 1o aAoydKt Tov Agv tng IHovayiog

H otepid pe ta 6kéAn pov yopvd otov niio

KoL TaAL 000 ot OdAncoEg

KoL 1) TPITN avApeso -AEUOVIEG KITPLEG LLOVTOPIVIEG-
KoL 0 GAAOG HaioTpog pe T omdve Tov aynAd pmoyalt
aAloldvovtog T olovio T ovpavon

Xopunié otwv OAA®V Tov Tuduéva

N Tppida n Aeia

T’ ovTdKio, TV avidv

Kl 0 O0ALOC 0 adNUOVOVTOG KOt Eival

Tao ITadn

[000 ey®d Aowmdv

0 TAooUEVOC Yo TIG uikpég Kopec kat ta vioid tov
Avyaiove

0 EPUOTNG TOV GKIPTHLATOC TOV (opKadIDY

Kol LOOTNG TOV QUAAWDV TNG EALAGe

0 NMOTTOTNG Kal aKPIOOKTOVOC.

1300 ey®d koTovTiKpD

TOV HEAOVOD POPELLITOG TMV OTOPUCICUEVEOV

KoL TNG AOEL0G TV ETMV, TOV Ta TEKVA TG AuPAlmat,
yaotépag To ayyplopo!

Avvel 0épag To otoryeio kot fpovt TpocPariel To Bouva.
Moipa tov afdmv, TaAL Lovn, va. o€, ot XTeEVE!

210 X1evd Ta xéplal Lov dvot&a

Y10 ZTevd To, XEPLo LoV AdElnoa.

Kl GAAO TAOUTY OgV €100, Kt GALo TAOVTN deV AKoLGQ
Tapa PpOcec KpOEG va, TPEYOLY

P6owa 1 Zépupo 1 DAté.

O «aBeig Kot ta dmAa Tov, glma:

210 X1evd To pddia pov 6’ avoim

210 X1EVE povpovg Tovg LEPpupovg Ba oTHoW

To PUMA T ToAd 0 amoAbo® Tov M Aaytdpa pov dylace!
Avbver aépag ta otoryeio Ko Bpovty) mposPdriet ta fouvd.
Moipa twv abmwv, eicor 1 dikn pov 1 Moipa!



